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THE SWEETE SONG OF 


OLD FATHER SIMEON, IN 
| TWO SERMONS. 


Luke. 2, verſe 
29 Lord now letteft thou thy ſeruant depart in peace ac- 
cording to thy word : 
30 For mine ejes hae ſeene thy ſaluation, 
31 Which thow haft prepared before the face of all pec» 
le, 
4 32 eAbghttobe rewealed to the Gentiles, and the glory 


of thy people Iſrael. 


WS \ipeaceable death of the righteous, after 

Yaljthat they haue embraced Chriſt Ieſus 
eAeICodel with hart and mind vafainedly as he did, 
ſeeing their death is'to be the beginning of a better and 


more joyfull and pleaſant life then the former. 

But before we proceede further in it, let vs heare a lit- 
tle of that which went before. The £Euangeliſt fayth, 
verſe 2. 

end behold, there was a man in Teru/alem, whoſe name 
was Simeon : this man was tuft, and feared God, and wayted 
| for the conſolation of Irael,c+ the holy Ghoft was vpon hias, 
And a rexelation. &*c. 

Simeon feared God. Religion may wel be called feare, 


for there is no Religion, where feare is wanting : for the Prou-37e 


feare of the Lordis the beginning of wiſedome,and this 
priuiledge hath God giuen to thole that feare him, that 


they necde to feare nothing elle. 
A3 And 


Rom.9,6. 


The'firft Sermon 
e And wayted for the conſolation of I/rael. 

Simeon alſo ry" the conſolation of Iſrael, vnall 
he had embraced in his armes him whom hee ſo long 
longed to ſee and feele. How many wayters be there in 
the world ? yet few waitc as Spweon did : but ſome waite 
for honours, ſome for riches, ſome for pleaſures, ſome 
for caſe, ſome for rewards, ſome for money, ſome for a 
deere yeere, and ſome for a golden day, as they callit: 
but Simeon wayted & ed with many along look, 
yntill he had ſeene and embraced Chriſt Ieſus, the lrehe 
of the Gentiles, the glory of Iſrael, the fGaluation of all 
that with a faithfull and zealous affeQtion and loue doe 
waite for his comming, to the comfort of the afflicted, 
and to the terrifying of the wicked and yngodly, which 
haue not already wayted, neither embraced him as Si» * 
weon did. 

And weyted for the conſolation of I/oacl. 

Faith in all afflitions doth lift vp her head, wayting, 
im aſſured hope, beyond all hope, and ſecing the c 
ſcattered ouer her head, yet ſhee is cuer comfortable to 
her ſelfe, ſaying : anone it will be calme: and although 
all the friends in the world doe faile, yetitneuer faileth 
nor fainteth, but cuer k iſe in that which by 
the verity of the ſpiritof God it aſſureth, vntill herioy 
be fulfilled . Al are not [rachtes that are borne of Iſrael. 
Simeon was an Ifraclite indeede, for hee wayted for the 
Meſlias from God with patience and expeRation: ſo 
the ſpirit of God dwelleth alwayes with them which al- 

26. And a rexelation was ginen bi. 

If we wayte as he did, the ſpirit will aſſure vs as it did 
him, thatwe ſhal fee God before we die t- and they that 
long in faith toſeetheioyes of heauen,the ſpirit aſſureth 
ay, promilſeth faithfully vneo them, that they ſhal ſee it. 
27 eAndhe came bythe mation of the Spirit into the 
Temple, ; 

| Sumeor 


Simeon came into the T 


of the Song of, Simeon. 


emple at this time by the pro- 


uidence of God. The worldlings wil call it chaunce,but p,, ,; | 5} 
the Euangeliſt would not chop that in, becauſcit is ma- Mar.16. 29. 


nifeſt;thatall things come to paſle by the prouidence of 


God,without which there is nothing done. By this pro- 
uidence Rebecca came forthto wait on her Fathers cat- 


tell, when Abrahams ſeruant 


coming, that he might takeher for Iſaac to marry with» 
all. By this prouidence Saul was anointed King by Sa- 1, Sam.9, 
muel,when he had no ſuch thought in his hart,but went 29.& 19, 7+ 
abour ſeeking for his Fathers Alles that were loſt, 
he came by the mation of the Spirit. 
The deuill ied Chrift-ynto the top of an high moun- 


eaine, that he might ſhewe him the glory of the world, 


which deceiueth vnſtable minds: ſo would he doe you, 
if you would be led by ſuch a guidez but I would nor 
haue you to marke the vaine motions of ſuch a ſpirit, 
which leadesto nothing but to 


hee hath led you 
pleaſures as much as he. 


de: for after 


vanity & pri 
to the cop ntefwelyonbyaimed 
, if you then fall downe to 


worſhip Mammon, & embrace the world,the fame ſpi- 
rowiflawiundieale pon; coy atircaRyen res 
Therfore 1 you,6& 


from the top ofall vnto hell. 
hartily entreate you, that you 
God, and ſeruants of 
obey it, and to.doe 
refraine, bat 


come) for 


would be the ſeruants of 
= ws nr cm 
ing. contrary to his wi you 
choſe xpodrlings which you d 
were _ you, and goe thither whither you would 
would come to heanen,but all wil not goe 


to heaven, If you will all beare,L wil teach you all: yea, 
Iwilvadertakethis: heare-& mark my words, and you 


ſhall be led by the power of the 
chriſt, And Ipray vntothelord, 


to the condemnation of any ambng youallz yea,l wiſh 
of you were more zeatous & more godly 


that eucryone 
chen my ſalfe. 


But to wh6 (hal I compare you ? cuen to 
A4 the 


Gen.24, 14, 
Is, 16, 17, 


prayed, & looked for her 18, 1g, 


«67 our Lord Jeſus 
tI may neuer preach 


. The firft Sermon - 
«the vagabond Tewes, of whom Luke mentioneth im the 


Aas,rg. 1. Aft, that they tooke ypon them to abiure cuill ſpirits 


14. by the name of leſus whom ney wary to whom 
x5. thecuill ſpirits aunfwered, ſaying : Jeſus we know, and 
16, Paule we know, but whoare ye? and thoſe which had 
the evill fpirits ranne vpon them and overcame them,ſo 
that they fled out of that houſe naked and wounded: 
and thus the deuill prenailed againſt them at that time, 
becauſe they wr to work with anothers inſtrument, 
and preuaile with anothers weapon. If they would baue 
faid, Inthename of Icſus wham we preach, they mighe 
haue ited, but they thought it ſufficient that Paule 
ed him, thougb4hey neuer profeſſed him. And 
fo we leane vpon anothersftafte, and think to be ſaved 
becauſe God faucth others. We ſhall be dealt withall as 
were thoſe dTewes: for he will aunſwer: fuch 
1] know, and I know, but who are ye? Therefore it 
dehooueth vs all to pray vnta the Lord, that he would 
faurmſhvs with .to-encounter agaipſt all the c- 
ell motions of the {pirit of ſathan, that we may oner- 
<otne, and not be oucreome and put to flightJike thoſe 
vagabond Tewes, bat that we may haue oyle alwayes in 
ne3againſt our enertics; leaſt ſathan ſleale ypon vs vna+ 
wares; inthe dark, & lead vs40 fulfill his luſis,and ſpoile 
ws, and ſttip vs, and leaue willterk naked.o: |: ::- 
. 27 Andhecameby the motign of the Spirit owe the Teme 
Wo. 3 42 nh ' ; $1:126 © 
PE would rHinkerrhar his ſpirit doth leade vs into- 
the Temple, we would marke very diligently:the moti- 
ons thereof when we are: there ,, whether it ſpeaketh to 
vs in our owne ſoules by the mouth of the Miniſter of 
God, who is the Miniſternotof the letter, but of the 
fpirie and grace of Gad. | 
' 27 eAndwhen the parents brought m the child Jeſou, to 
glee for bias according to the cailowe of the Law, ' 


G 


28 Thew 


. ef the Song of Simedh, 
23 Thenhe tooks himin hu armes.” | 
Happy Simeon embracing Chriſt,but riot happy that 

hee ed him with his hands, but therefore happy 


becauſe he embraced himin heart, Happy are they and Math. 13,16 


bleſſed which ſee the things which ye ſee, and the cares 
chat heare the things chat ye heare,faich Chuiſt : but cur- 
ſed arewe, that hearing and ſecing, doe not repent: for 
we cannot be bleſſed by hearing and ſecing onely, vn- 
" Teſſewe heare and ſee with profite, ſo that we in heart 
embrace Chriſt. But we will obie&, that we are Iſrac- 
lites, and arecircumciſed, and hauereceaued the Sacrs- 
ment of Chriſtes blood, that we mitght be his people, & 
he our God : but this will not excuſe vs, nor make vs 
ſceme any thitig'berter in thefight of God;:but rather ſpbe-4,:0. 
worſe, if wee hauenot ceaſed to embrace the world, to **- #324 
embrace vanities, and haue vnfainedhr embraced the, 
word of God, andalfo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt For it is 104, 1,15, 
fGiid, that Chriſt came amongſt his owne,.and his owne 
receaued him not: but therefore accuifed are fo. 
6f them as reieRt their owne ſalvation whith being free- 
lie offered vnto then, wilbnoe ſtreich forth1their hands 
eo receaue it : thatis, will noflattend ivith their cares 49 
heareit, orat leaſt will not enkarge cheyt-bearts to-cm- 
127 ity £3630 


brace it. « Fark (M343 
: 'O And c91 34 yon; 1*9 


| ndprayfed. ©! (111 
IF Samnell had heard the fitſt erme 'that God called 
him, then God needed not tocatthirh the cond or the 
third. If Peter had marked che crowing of the Cacks | uke, 22, 
at the firſt time, as he did at the third che Cocke needed 
not tocrow thriſe, © {1100 27 go yn ans 
- Now therfore, when you heare the ſame ſound againe 
which you have heard before, remember now that the 
Cocke croweth the ſecond time : for yon. know what 
diſcommodity doth come by riegligence, & what com» 
modity by attention : for if you attend and follow, iu» . 
ice ſhall be ſwalowedtvp of mercy. 2 Feelt wav 
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Luke, 17+ 


Leu.26,16, 


Pro.28,9, 


Ioh.1 2,42. 


 teth notin muth 


Luk, 10, 43. vato thall iudge youat thelaſt day-.Mary n cbemengien 
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Simeon prayſed God. | ' 

Simeon was thankfall. Here is the example,but where 

be they that followice? If nine Leapers be cleanſed, yer 
err rurwg her then one isall. Vo- 
thankfulnes is the firlt gueſt that ſieteth at the table; for 
ſome wil not ſlick to fay,that they never aid grace lince 
they were children : but if they had (aid, they never had 


| grace ſince theywoare childecn| I would rather beleeve 


them. —_ not lay, Gie t1 116 day awr daily bread ? 
If you doc;for (ſhame Rn women 
Gods hands, vntill you be mote thanktull for that you 
haue commed.Soolgholdehebrovens frown vpon you 
for your {innes, bcthe earth denieth herftwt, and is be- 


come barren, beoabſe of out vathankfulnes. 


And prayſtd Gor, and/aid, che, Heere Simeon prayed 
and praiſed God;yet but infexv words, for God deligh- 
hteprayed not like the Ech- 


fiteth nothingiand 
though Dauid yeah beard when tak them, yet 
Cheer] The retre por at our pro: 
ers inay be heard. But we canflotwith the hart, & ſothae 


we y, if we turne away our cares from 
the : dr ſo doing, whadotuer: prayers we make; 
:.;>- | they ate abhominable, let vs heare ſo.that hea» 


ring we may} it. Letyinotheare ſtill ſo vn 
Ge a 
red at our hands. Doc youthink-yoly hal neuer be cal- 
led to accountef that which 1 have preached voto you, 
ts rn 7 ns) a9 
, ”» om your 
wind: tOus Sabiour Chriſt aidh,the word that Lpeak 


of the Song of Simeon. 
for that ſhe heard our Sauiour very diligently,Jaying v 
his words in her hart,& lacob was wiſer then all his Chil 
dren, in that he remembred the dreame of Ioſeph vncill 
he ſaw it fulfilled. Thoſe that loue the Lord with an vn-+ 
fained loue, - gladly heare _ _ =_ —_ 
ent. My ſheepe heare my voyee, uſt : & that x, 
loue he Arkes Dauid did,wil daunce about the Ark as ——_— 
David did,& that with joy & gladnes. Iſaac wasa good *:52.6, 14. 
man, his name ſignified laughter, whereby was ſhewed Gent. 37, 
what ioy and laughter there ſhould be about Chriſt Ie, 
ſus, for he was the . the truth was Chriſt himſclfe, 
The Virgin ſung when ſhe knewthat ſhe ſhould beare , ,. 
him, the Angels ſung ioyfully when he was borne, and Luke.» 13, 
Simeon ſung when he was broughtinto the Temple. . 14. 
If Simeon had not longed, & ſo waited for the conſo- 
lation,ſhould he now haue had this ioy and exultation 2 
he could not hauefelcie, for as our deſire is,lo is our ioy, 
And ſurely therefore we rececaue not ſound comfort, or 
feele ſmall ioy by the preaching of the Goſpel: becauſe 
we with longing wait not forit, we haue no lively deſire 
of it, we hunger and thirſt not after it. 
Lord now letteft thou thy ſcruant depart. Simeon waiting 
for the c6ſolation of Iſrael. longing toſeethe Sauior,was 
like the hart panting for the water brooks.til he had be- 
held his beſt beloucd : bur as ſoone as he had taken him 
in his armes whom his ſoule deſired to ſeyhe ſo thirſted 
for death, that he thence-forth thought of, ſought after, 
beſought God for nothing, but to leaue this fe, and 
hence to : for he forthwith ſinging, praied : New 
letteft thou thy ſernant aepart. But doe you (lay ſome)c0- 
mend him herein ? did he wel > May not any man deſire 
death ? may not the faſtned ſhip in a ſtrange land deſire 
to belooſed to haſten to his longed for port at home ? 
may not a man impriſoned amongſt bitter enemies, de- 
© fireto beſet atliberty,toreturne to his owne country, in 
freedom to live amongſt his liveet friends? Are we not 


249205 


' 


| 


| 


Phil.2,2.3, 


.' T he firſt Sermon 
Nrangers heere, and by vnpeaceable moſt deadly ene- 
mies, our owne fleſh, t world, andthe devill,beld pri. 
ſoners in the chaines of ſinne, and manifold infirmities 3 
and is not our home heauen, and the Saints and Angels 
our molt deere friends? No meruaile then that Simeon 


heere defireth to be looſed,or let And Paulpro- 
feſſeth, he defired to be diſlolued or vnloſed, as (hips in 
a ſtrange land faltned, as ſtrangers ſt cruell ene- 


mies impriſoned. They were vnnaturall it they did not 
it were vnrealonable to require they ſhould not : for we 
not onely may thinke it lawfull, but muſt alſo acknow- 
ledge it, euena neceſlary duety to deſire death . For is 
there till then in vs any perfe&, yea any pure obedience 
of God ? doth nat finne as long as this life laſteth, dwell 
in our members? — tothe pertc& life 
but by the firſt death > The fiſh which is taken in the 
net out of che ſea, ſtrugleth to get in againe, and Adam 
thruſt out of Paradiſe, would faine have beene within a- 

aine: how much more ſhould wee be deſirous to be 
ſedled inthe true Paradiſe in aſſurance never to be put 
from thence? Therefore alſo it isnot onely our duty to 
defire death,but alſo as ſoon as any cleerely ſeeth Chriſt, 
preſently he defireth to die. For though his ſtate be ne- 
uer ſo pleaſant, though his life bee moſt delightful, 
though he excell in riches, and pleaſures, and honours, 
and knowledge, and glory. and farre exceede all that e- 
uer were: yet at the ſight of Chriſt he even reioyceth to 
forgoe all, the loue of the world falling away like the 
mantell of Ehas when he was wrapt intq heauecn, and ſo 
crieth with the Apoſtle, / defire 10 be diſſolved, that hee 
may be with Chnſt. For Chriſt is light, and as ſoone as 
they ſee him, they ſec alſo themſelues and the worldes 
falſe happineſſe: his p , and theyr ſhame and filthi- 
neſſe,which maketh them wiſh for death,that they may 
ceaſe to ſinne againſt God, & perfeRly pleaſe him, and 
enioy'true happines with him ; far al Gnne1 blood 

cix 


of the Song f Simeon. 
their eyes, and all worldly pleaſures vanities. 

But why then (fy you) Heman the Ezrachite. 
Pl.88.15,16.17, and Ezekiah that godly King, Efay 
38. 10,12. 13. 14. and chat man after Gods owne hart, 
Þoaaao nn ge next palm. 6,4. & 30.8.9. 

ed, and taught others to pray againſt death ? 
wy 16 ov gr would haue others to 
Ty ons og ng > both to die, and to liuc 
defirous : to hue, that might among(t men vphold 
and farther the true worſhip of God, whine 
brethrens ſoules, and aduaunce the wha 


more to die, that they mi he per ' {4g ” 
fullie pleaſe him, and freed from all euill, _ EGy,38, 17, 


, with himrmolt bleſſedly live. For not onelie the 


Paule, but all theſe, and who ſoeuer are groun- Phil. 1,23, 
ded inthe faich of Chriſt, bue eſpecially all that have *# 


to aduaunce the houour of God, are ina 

Apoſtle { » Phil, 1.23. andcruſhe 

ir "os ge ewo contrary deſires : to bee 

with Chriſt, which is beſt of all for themſclues , and to 

contiue amongſt men, which is moſt needfull for the. | 

So that this remaineth a manifelt moſt neceſſary dutic, 

and of all that haue truly as Swneon, beleeued in Chriſt, 

namely, thencefoorth ſtill to defire death, 

though they alſo withal deſire life : : life for others,death 
for themſelnes. 

Yer all that defire death performe not a duty : for the 
wicked often deſire to die, but not duly : for, though 
they wiſh ſometimes for it, and be willing alſo to abide 
it r yet doe they not in hart deſire itz becauſe they think 
racy rp. rm 7 mp 

rear wap holding it an extreame euill. 

Forth nn ledge as the truth is, it will deprive 
rir-rbofirrFo wakes deſire , = 
þrao nem oder leaſt feare, it will take om them all 
pleaſure, and bring them to caldeſſ, and yet endleſſe 
panc, 


Reuec. 21,8, 


Mar. 9,43, 
44 48. 


Elay,s7, 


The firft Sermon. 


aine, and torments intolerable, and yet vnſpeakeable. 
For the ſentence of the vnchapgeable GOD is alreadic 


- 


ven, 
The fearefull, and vnbelecuing, and the abhomina- 
ble, and murtherers, and whoremongers, and forcerers, 
and Idolaters, and all lyers, ſhall haue theyr partin the 
lake which burnerh with fire & brimſtone, which is the 
ſecond death. And the iuſt Iudge ſhall fay to all wor- 
kers of iniquitie, Goe ye accurfedinto hell fire, prepared 
for the dewill and his angels: bell fire, where the worme 
neuer dieth, and the fire neuer goeth out. Whereupon, 
this the _—_ auoucheth, is no prace to the wic- 
hed, ſait "_ For in their ſtrongeſt hope they ſcele 
a ſtinging feare, theit greateſt cofdence is hot'without 


| —_— of conſcience. Therfore tearingthe event of 


' feare,cuen de 


death to befor them (as indeed it is) moſt horrible,they 
vtterly abhorre it, they deteſt it extreamely. Howe then 
lay ſome) ſhould they ſeeke death ſo eagerly > Howe 
uld they murder cthemſelues ſo willingly 2 They do 
it notaltogether willingly, but wittingly, not freely.bue 
forced with feafe of ſome ſuppoſed greater evill : The 
troubles of this world, the anguiſh of body,the horrour 
of mind, they are moſt impatient of, they cannot; they 
will not endure them, and thereupon they ſome-times 
death before life, leſſewilling eo liuc in vexati- 

on, then dying to try, whether thiey that fecle what t 
ſirued damnation: for they are never wil- 
ling to die, but vnwilling to live often, & ſo work them 
ſelues endleſle woe, in hope of fuppoled happines, ab- 


horring life, not eruly defiring death. For how die they, 


when they muſt voluntarily bereane themſelues of life 2 
not in loue of God, longing to pleaſe him, performing 
all ſeruice to him : but ather in paine of bodice, orelle 
anguiſh of mind, either raging that they cannot fatisfic 
their laſts,or have loſt outward things immoaderafly lo- 
ued: or fearing, if they die, deferued terinents,, if they 


lue, 


ef the Song of Simeon. 
boe, th -4 ſhall eyther concinue in felt horrour, or looſe 
hoped for honour: cither impatient of Gods rod, fret- 
ting againſt him that they ſo heauily feele his furic, and 
cannot fiercely fulfill cheir malicious mindes, or freelie 
feede on the reſt of their fleſhly luſts , or impotent in 
their defire of ſome falſe fon PRn_s good ho- 
ing, with dreadfull doubting, by death to better theyr 
ate, they chooſe rather to prooue the truth of Gods 
threats, and of the terrors of their trembling minds,then 
mlifeto remaine any longer, rather abhorring hfe, then 
any way truly defirimg death. Therefore, in that Simeon 
duly defired death , that which wee heard of Simeon in 
the beginning is prooued true, towit , that hee was 1## 
and feared God. © 
- . For none but the truly religious, none but they 
that by faith are aſſured they-are before God rightequs, 
can rightly deſire death. For who would deſire a change 
but for the betrer ? But all that are ignorant of God, all 
the vnfaichfull, what knowledge ſocuer they haue,can- 
not be in better caſe dead, then they are now in living, 
though moſt miſcrably pained : nay , they cannot bee 
without iuſt feare when they forgoe this life,to feele for 
euer the ſecond death. But te faithfull having theyr 
conſciences quiet, and alſo joyfull in Chriſt, free from 
the feare of that death they haue deſerued, and aſſured 
by death to paſle to that life which God to all faythfull 
hath womiled earneſtly wiſh to die in feruent loue of 
God, and zeale of his glorie, that-ſo they may ceaſe fr6 
offending their good God, & neuer ceaſe magnifying 
his merciez ſhewing thereby that they are wearic of the 
feruiceatd bondage offathan and ſinne,and aſſured af- 
ter death to enioy the truc life , moſt = glorifyin 
GOD, and moſt perfettly pleaſing him for euer : an 
therefore alſo they deſire death, not ſhortning their hife, 
but waiting his leiſure and calling , thereby glorifying 
God, as in their lines they haue Me ag” = 
my 


The fart Serman 
For man was not borneat his owne will, and therfore 


. 


longertoles | 
at 


| ſeene 
Gene, 45,28 fog 
haue ſcene Chriſt, not as Simeon , 


<. . 


Toh, x 7,14, 
1,lob,z 13» 


Rom,s, 18, and be 


& moreouer 


like him, and with himas fellow heires, raigne'n 


-” 


of the Song of Simeon, 
the kingdome of our father for cuer. 
Simeon knew Chriſt as ſoone as he ſaw him, and em- 
braced him as ſoone as hee knew him, and enioyed him 
as ſoone as he embraced him : ſo ſome knowe the word 
' of God as ſoone as they heare it,and belecue it as ſoone 
as they know it, and feele the comfort of it as ſoone as 
they belecue it.But others heare it as though they heard 
ie not, like deafe adders which (toppe their eares at the 
yoyce of the charmer. So Pharao would not heare the 


voyce of Maiſes, nor Baals prieſts the voice of Elias : & Exod.s, &c. 


others though they knowe it, yet will not belecue it, as 
if God were vntrue: ſo all malicious wretches that pre-- 
ferre the pleaſures of fin before the gloric of God: and 
others though they belecue it, yet can they not cycher 
reſently, or whe they wil, feele the comfort of it, much 
[eſſe the ioy which is offred by it, namelic, the hart op- 
preſſed, the deſolate afflited ſoule. 
The ſecede is not caſt all on a heape, butit is caſt a- 
broade : therefore where be the fruites of the ſpirit that 
ou haue brought foorth 2 For the ſpirit of God isnot 
ike a dead potion in the ſtomack, which worketh not, 
neither can we haue this ſpirit in vs, and fecle it not. For 
if thou haſt it, it will leade thee as it did longing Simeon 
(as we haue hetherto ſcene) to the Temple, and vvhen 
thou art there, it wilt leade thee to Chriſt, & when thou 
haſt recciued and imbraced him, it will poſleſſe thee 
with ioy & ſo with thankfulnes, & godly care to keepe 
him and to enterraine him, & to be obedient vnco him: 
nay,alſo with a longing to bee Jooſed hence, and euer- 
more ie to pleaſe him. Therfore, beloued iudga 
your {clues, that ye be not iudged of the Lord. 


Thy ſerngunt. 

The godlie would not leaue this priviledge for all the 
riches in the worlde, for that they are the ſeruaunts of 
God, fellowes to Princes & Angels: for we ſcruc him 
whom Dauid, Saloman, A lohas ſerued: yea 

to 
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to whom athouſand thouſands, Dan. 7. 10. enten innu« 
mecrable Angels miniſter, Heb. 12.22. euen him who is 
molt bleſled for euer. Every ſeruing-man beares the 
coguiſance of his maiſter yppon his {lceue. What then 
will the Lord ſay, when he cometh and findeth vs mar- 
AT with the badge of ſathan ? Surely hee will ſay, giue 
= ;. ynto ſathanthat which is ſachans. But all the houſes of 
Ezc.9,4,11, I{racll are ſprinkled with the blood of the Lambe, and 
Reuc,io, allthe mourners in Icruſalem are marked, and all the 
7:3-54% choſen are ſealed with the ſeale ofthe luing God. 
Well, was it ſaid the poore receine the Goſpel? The 
young men are more forwardin the truth , and more 
zealous then the aged, the ſonne then his Fathex, the 
ſcruaunt then his maiſter. Once the younger Brother 
ſtole away the bleſſing from the elder , therefore the cl- 
der hated him cuen for his zeale. And when was Iacob 
hated more then he is now ? When was he ſo hated and 
perſecuted ashe is now by Eſau? Yet in theoldetime 
men were more zealous in their age,then euer we heare 
of chem to be in their youth, yea, they were zealous in 
the Lords bulſines. 
' Agehindered not Noah from building of the Arke 
4 og when God commaundcd him : age hindered not Si- 
1. meonfrom reioycingand mirth when he beheld & em- 
braced the Lord lefus Chriſt. Then olde Simeon em- 
braced Chriſt, and hee enioyed him with harty ioy in 
zeale, but now where is old Simeon ? there be but fewe 
Dan.r,8, of them to be ſeenecomming tothe Temple toreceive 
2,Sam, 2,3, Chriſt, butnow young men receiue him, young Simc- 
2 Betel * ons, young Cn pong Samuels, young Timothies, 
Math,z1,15 and young Onclinus, and the young infants beginnes 
" © toſpeake againe. 
he young haue him, they are zealous, and I hope 
they will keepe him uns he men negle& him, Sa- 
#hag thou haſt too much for nothing alrcady, 


cof the Song of Simeon. 
In peace, Cc. 

Chriſt brings peace with him , not the peace of the 
world, but that peace which paſleth all vnderſtanding, 
CA peace 1 leane with you. Loh. 14.27, My peace re» 
maine with you, ſaith he. Our is ayd vpin chriſt, 
and all the peace we haue, we by him, elſe it is not 
true peace. Simeon was iuſt, and feared God in his life, 
and therefore hee departed in peace : ſo marke the end 
of the iult and follow their ſteps, and you ſhal then de- 
part in peace, like the Lambe vpon the croſle. 


Faine woulde Balaam die the death oftherighteous, \,, 34 


but Balaam muſt then livethe life of the righteous: 
therefore all men looke to this. Happy are they that de- 
part in peace, who gen Death faith feare,and the Ser- 
pene faith deſpaire, then ſay by the ſpirit to the fleſhe, 
crouch, and bidde the Serpent flie while death openeth 
the priſon doores, 

It the Papiſts woulde haue men to depart in peace, 
they woulde neuer (ay , that thoſe which depart goe to 
Pargatorie : for ſo by their owne ſaying, the worlt part 
15 behind. For they affirme, that #he paine thereof is far 

rieuouſer then any that in this life may bee ſuſtained. 
Bur againe ſome ſfay,this purgatorie is in the earthnecre 
to hell, and ſoit is too farre from heauen to bee ſaued. 
Some ſay, they are puniſhed there by fire, and ſome lay 
by water, and ſome ſay by fire and water . Some laſtlic 
fay, that the good Angels torment, and others ſay, that 
the cuill ſpirits do it. In this varietie of molt vncomfor- 
table opinions, howe is it poſlible hence to depart in 
peace ? But wee muſt vnderſtand it is a painted Sepul- 


cher, made for the ofthe liuing, not for the 
_— or wiſh ing ofthem that be dead. For the 

of Rome doth live altogether by ſuch Trentals, 
& by ſuch traditions, and this 1s the profitableſt dreame 


thateuer any of them dreamed: but it is manifeſt by the p,,, .o,r, 
word af God,that where - tree falleth;there it _ Eccle, 11,39 
2 


—- _ 


PlOLz7: 37» 


a _ 


F - | 
Luke,16, 


Mar, 12,36, 
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ſhal lie for ever. Diues & Lazarusare dead, and where 


32, 2» they are, thether ſhall wee all goe. Sathan hath many 


fleights to deceive vs, of which this is one of the grea- 
teſt, co bring vs from the word of God, to dreames azid 
craditions, and.thinges invented by the braines of mor- 
tallmen, which haue not the ſpicit of Godin them. |. 
| eMccording to thy word. 

, All the ſeed falleth not into good ground, and there- 
fore though | haue ſhewed you it is vngodly, as becin 
not — tothe word, ſome thinke ic but a ſmal 
matter to hella the dead, Lord haue mercy vpon the, 
at leaſt chey thinke it as a veniall frane, ifit be a fin. But 
let vs take heede how we make trifles of ſinnes, for there 


Heb, 12,29, 5 nodallying with God, who is jealous as a conſuming 


fire, when his people make ſuch ſmal account of his 
words. Other nd, whether it be not better to ſay, 
God be with then, then the deuil be with them , both 
which are naught and to beeſchued. Andhecrcin they 
aske this queſhon, hke a theefe who hauing robbed a 
man by hel high way, and becing taken with it, and de- 
maunded why he did ſuch a villanie, faith y Is it not bet 
terto rob him then to kill him ? as though hee muſt 
needs do the one of them : then what ſhameleile aun- 
ſwere is this ? for it is manifeſt, that of two cuils none is 
to be choſen. - 

Some will ay, it isa teſtimonie of our good wil. To 
ſuch we muſt reply, ſaying ſoit isa teſtimonie of your 
ignorance: and then after a little conference they vvill 
graunt, that indeedeit doth not profit them. Then wee 
muſt reply and ſay, God hath made all thinges to pro- 
fite vs, and hath commaunded that nothi vied vn- 

ofitably, no not fo much asa vaine worde ſpeaking, 
ing = euery — = we =_ Ir 
iudgemet. L hen t in ſaying, If it 

dochino goodie dodith8nokarme Butwennall reply 
& lay, it were good to beware leaſt it do thy ſelfharme. 


of the Song of Simeon. 

Another ſort will reply apd ſay, I pray God I never 
doc worſe. But to ſuch we mult aun(were, I pray God 
you may doe better : and you ſhould firſt know whe- 
ther you doe not harme before you doe it. For indeed 
it mult proccede of harme ny ſpoken in doubting 
without faith, forif you belecued that they were laid vp 
in peace whom you pray for, what neede you pray for 
them at all 2 But it ſhewes an vnbelecuing heart,and we 


knowe that whatrſocuer is not of faith is finne, and the Rom. 14,:3 


Lord will fay of them, who hath required thoſe thinges 
 atyourhands? You haue wrought vanities. Now ther- 
fore you will not leane it, cyou vſedit : then will 
youſayalſo, we will not leaue our lying, nor our ſwea- 
ring, nor our curſing, becauſe wee haue viedit. It will 
| Cre ww Mere" ſpeeches hereafter, 

gno reaſon nor proofe of Scripture to maintaine 
th nn 77m rene Therfore I charge you 
in the name of God, that you vie them not, but rather 
when you heare this, or any other ſinne condemned, lay 
hands vpon it , and ſee that you putit to death without 
delay, according to the law of God. _ . 

According to thy word, - 

on, that in the ſeruice of God we may negleR the word 
of God,then profites and pleaſures guide vs in our pro- 
fellion: but they that doe ſo profeſie Religion & god- 
lines, can never haue any comfort by it all their life. For 
their owne hearts accuſe them for hipocrites, becauſe 
they waite not for the conſolation of _— 
his word, and whatſoeuer is not done according to t 
word cannot be acceptable: and thisword they carenot 
for, have itin eſtimation. When Adam ſeeth 
his nakednes, the ſabtile ſerpent can deceaue no longer, 
ber before hee feeth his nakednes, he is cuer deccaucd, 
and led away with the multicude into innumerable er- 


ſhall and 
ron: Samelay, thy alle oued ty goodworks nd 


Fn 
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fome by the Po don,others ſay by P and 
Meſs vall hawe-« Maſſef rr br dudes. rocker 
Nandeth, andall for one filly ſoule thinking to be ſaved 
byir. And yetfee their they ſceme to think 
that their torment ſhall not ceaſe as long as the worlde 
Nandeth, ſhould they find and hire men to 
Maſſc for them ſo long ? But theſe are the fat morſ, 
of Baals Prieſts, and for this cauſe is the Popiſh Creede 
made yery fauourable to the Cleargic . Well, fay that 
ignoranceis the mother of their deuotion, for when the 
couetquines of the Prieſts & the ignorance of the peo- 

ioyned together, then they inuented Purgatorie, 
Maſſes, Prayer forthe dead, andchen all their trinkets, 
For if they had not held our Fathers in ignorance, kee» 

ing them from the wordthey would neuer haue 
Þapiſt. Bue when they caſt a tniſt before the eyes of 
men, then the blind fell into the ditch, which doth con» 
taine ſo many grolle comuptions. | 
For mme eyes haze ſeene thy ſaluation, 

For, &5c. Becauſe the holy Ghoſt by inſpiration had 
declared vnito him, that he hould not die, till hee had 
ſcene Icfus Chriſt, therefore the ſame ſpirit led him to 
the Teniple, and ſhewed thatwhich it promiſed, and 


| ſcene the fame, be defireth & wiſheth to die,and 
be releaſed from this earthly priſon, that hee mightliue 
with God . Asidleandeuill wiſhes are vaine, - c 


they are not according to faith, nor grounded vpon the 
RE Ged O then ook cccumatagtyes heck 


 Gen.27, 17, and as earneſtly as the ſonnes of Zebede, yetif weake 


78, 19,20. not in faith 


to knowledge , wee cannot ob- 


the bght ofthe Gendles the Chriſt; and nome bead 


of the Song of Simeon. 
ſeene his Sauiour, and embraced the true Meflias,which 
was promiſed by the Father, by the law, fpoken 
of by the Prophets, fore-told by the Fathers, and poin- 
ted at by Iohn Baptiſt. Forthas he reaſonethz Nowe 
that II ſee thy ſaluation according to thy word, and ther- 
fore the condition is nowe let thy promiſe 
allo be fulfilled : Now let thy ſeruant depart,chc. For mine 


wes, Of. 
Hime eyes have ſeene, e+c. 
Then we ſee that Chriſt was no ſpirit, neither was his 
body a fantaſticall body , for if he were a ſpirit, Simeon 
could not ſee him,and if his body were a fantaſticall bo- 


dy, then could not he have embraced him . Therefore "Le 
weſce that the words of the Scripture are true, which rut, r 6, 
Gith, chat Chriſt wasperfeRt man in all things, fin onely 1oho, 4. 
excepted. For he ſomtime wept, asat the of Las Luke, 10. 


Zarus, and likewiſe ouer I « Sometime he thir- 
ſed, as at the Well where the woman of Samaria diſ{- 


Hame ſcene, oc. 
O Lord, faith he, I defire now to be diſſolued & free 
from the bondage of fin, which ſo long hath iahabited 
in my morcall body,for now he is come, by whom thou 
haſt promiſed to free vs & ſet vs at liberty,he is come by 
whom thou halt promiſed tobreake the Serpents head, 
and heis come chat will heale our infirmitics, and giue 
67'S fin & ſathan by faith & peace towards 
God oh loue. And now faith he,I have embraced 
him.& thankfully do receaue him. I belecue,& am pcr- 
Ta ie Ee 
omiled, & the e-to nged & 
apprinhsw light of the Gentiles, oy 
- of Iſrael, & the God of the whole world. So they whi 
ts Fang” 
5M 4+ 
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| filled with the knowledge therof,ſuch ſhal not die vntilt 


they haue theyr harts debre-ich therof. 
For as Peter was ſent to Cornelmy, and Phillipto the - 
Een oped widen bis | 


as maybe fit inſtruments to miniſter the ſame vneo vs. 
Judas indeede died before the time, and lived not to ſee 
Chriſt crucified, bur che Diſciples which loued lefus, 
did ſce him die like an innocent Lambe, and 
that to their exceeding comfort andioy, when they vn- 
derſtoode how that he ſuffered death for lowe of thei, 
and for their redemption . Now if Chriſt cannot hide 
him fromfuch as hunger after him love, then 
Jy Wa MES I TIT > 
ignorance,that longed to ſee , although 
£4 miſt caſt before their eyes? pur _ 
ell they aw Chriſt, and embraced him 6; when 


And Nw vs Tr them that _ 
m thetime of P —_ 
reſt, whichthoug tele 

| eat cher dentry ochre 
without oyle in their lamps, they 


of, &ere they wiſh forie, like the un dres 


for Sampſon way and mockeathim, and to ſport 


themſetwes, the howfe fell and deſtroyed: 
them all: or ifs Exipilons; which hong he that the 
waters had made paſſage for thEaswell as forthe IG2e- 
re fman ce 4m hag bane 14 v6 pur 
were not watchtull, nor again(t 

called them. $000 

Seeing nowe he is come for whom Simeon longed, 
whe are the eroubles that are paſt, and the ſorrowes 


| that are come to an end? ſo when wee have our deſires 


feeling the found fort of the Goſ- 
yg rect rren Paadkamorenreger age | 
= AN LEI ac tao" = 


ef the Song of Simeon. | 
ouſnes, or alſo ſacs of the troubles whereby we 
haucobcained | ae REY ws 

Haxe ſcene thy ſaluation. | 


As Moſes died on the mount where he ſawthe land Deur. 34. 


of Canaan: ſo the godly die in the ſight ot God, and in - 
the contemplation of his wy: Steven, who at the 
- verie inſtant of his Jeath ſow the heavens open,& chriſt *. 7: 
Jeſus fitting at the right hand of his Father, andlike S5+ 
meon _ which defireth to be looſed, and no _— 
f OT tly , viewin | 3 and ſo thankfully . 
_ dingthe Lord of ie. oyfuly 
' Beloued, you are not ignorant that the great day of 
the Lordis neere at hand, and therefore they that haue 
not yet feene Chriſt, they that haue not yet embraced 
him, but ſtill Neepe without oyle in their lamps, ſhall 
ſuddenly be ouertaken without the wedding garment, 
_ and (hal be caſt intoeternall torment for cuer. ; 
Therebe Get, of Chif n h 
e be many lights 0 ut, all goenot vp tothe 
mount as Peter, Iames;and Tohn,all R_ his a with Math. 17. 
Moſes, all fleepenotin his lap with Tohn, all are not ta- 7% 33+ 
ken vp into heauen hke Paule, all embrace him not in ne” wy 4 , 
their armes with Sizzeon . But as pleaſeth God, ſo hee 
ſheweth himſelfewnto vs, and all that loue hymn, both ſee 
him and embrace bim. Ft | 
To ſome he ſhewes himſelfe asin a glaſſe,to ſome ge-,, , | 
nerally, to ſome particulerly, ſome he calleth early, and OE 
_  fome he calleth fate, and thereis no houre jo the day, 
wherein hee calleth not ſome to goe labour in his vine- 
yard. To ſome he ſhewerhthimſelfe by Angels, andto Gen. is, 
other ſome by viſions. Abraham ſaw three Angels,Lot Gen. 1 9+ 
faw but two, Manoahs wife faw' but one, and yet one 1498: 13+ 
wayenough, It is faide that Abraham ſawe Chriſt his 
\ dayes,bit we ſee him clearer then Abraham,and clearer Tohn, 8. 
then Tohn, if we beleeuein him as we ſhould. Some ſce © 
Chriſt and not his ſaluation, and ſome (ce — 


Fad 


Tokn, 20, 
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and doe not embrace it. Weſce Chriſt when weheare 
his word, & we embrace his faluation when we beleeue. 
it : they ſcehim that heare him, embrace him that 
follow him. Heere if they had heard me, I would have 
ſearched Jeruſalem with toſce who fſittethin 
darknes. But howe canthcy belecue the word of God 
which heare it not? How can they embracechriſt which 


know him not ? and all through i e, hauing not 
the meanes to ſce him, mar aber 


blind guides, ſleepy watchmen,or hireling heards. 


AndAurely it is a wofull caſe, when ſheepheards got to 
task,and letcheir own ſheepe alone Sommer & Winter. 
They ſheare ther, but neither Sommer nor Winter do 
they feed them . How ſhould thoſe people vnder their 
charge ſee Chriſt and his ſaluation, when they are ſo de« 
barred of the wholſom food, and cuen ſtarued to death 

thouſands of their ſoules, becauſe they have not 
the food which nouriſheth the ſoule vnto faluatien?and 
how many be there which are as old as Simeon, and yet 
haue not embraced Chriſt Jeſus? yea they know him 
not though they ſee him, neither do they wait for his c6- 
ming, becauſe they haue no defire to embrace him, and 


| therfore they defer that,& putit off from their youth to 
their middle age,from their middle age to:their old age, 


from their old age to death,ando they can haue no lea- 
{ure in all their fe to embrace him . But to ſuch as doe 
ſeek him,& wait for him with vnfaineddiligence,we ſay 
as the Angel ſaid vnto the woman at the ſepulcher,feare 
not,you ſceke the Lord Iefus . How is this world ſet to 
deceaue vs? We can findleaſureto do euill at any time, 
but wecan findnoleafure in al our life long to do good, 
that we may at length enioy the true faluation. 

I haue ſomwhat to fay toyou of this pariſh: A dainty 
was preparcd for you, and you let the ſtrangers take it 
from you,you were required to a faſt, and you did feaſt 
yourfclues,you were required to come & pray vnto the 


Lord, 


— 


cheth it, or the thornes chokeit, and vvhat _ 
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Lord, & to humble your (clues in his ſight, that he may 

turne away his wrath from you,and you let the Temple | 

ſtand open and empty, for your parts, and your ſhops 

were as open, and JE your merchandize, ' 
forlaking God, and ſeeking to winne the vniuſt Mam- 

mon, and the vanities of the world. 

Thy ſalvation. 
He came notby Angels, or by men, or by any other | 
weanes,but onely from the alone and et God. He Math, r: 
calleth him thy ſaluation , for his name was not giuen 
him by Toſeph, nor by Mary,but by the lof 
ſignifying that he was come from heauen. The Father Luke, 7. 
faw him when he was borne, the ſpirit came vpon him, _ yo 
when he was baptized, the Angels miniſtred vnto him 14a. 24, 
in the wildernes, his enemicnfubleribed vnto him ypon Mak. 2. 
the Croſle, the Virgine trauailed, the ſtarre walked,the 
, wiſe mexcame out of farre Countries co worſhip him. 

Then is not this Ichouah the mighty God, whole birth 

is glorious, whole life is famous, whole death is merito- 

rious? None can take vpon him the authority of God, 

but he, on whoſe ſhoulders the Lord layeth it, becing 

ſent of God and from God . Then we fee that our Sa- 
uiour is the true Sauiour ſent from God,for all creatures 

beare witnes vnto him, yea the very deuils, with all the 14.rk, x. 
euill ſpirits doe obey his voyce, at whole name all knees Phil. 2, 
ſhall bow. He came not to bring health, wealth, plea- 

ſures, or profits; for the which if he had, then multicudes 

of worldlings would have followed bim, but he came 

to bring ſaluation, righteouſnes, peace, trueth, and life, 
therefore fewe care fot him . Hee came to ſaue ſinners, Mach. 7. 
not all ſinners, nor cuery one that ſayth, Lord, Lord, Luke, x. 
but he came to ſaue penitent ſinners, which turne vnto 
God by gays CIs Therfore he praycth in Iohn 1obo, 17. 
for thoſe onely that were giuen vnto him. So ſoone as 
the ſecede is ſowne, the ſtones refule it, or the ſunne par- 
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n The firft Sermon _ 
hath the Lilly among thornes ? T hereſore wiſedome t2- 
keth her vnto her wings, and whiſpereth, fGaying, you 
ſhallſceke mee before I come , you ſhall ſeeke mee but * 
ſhall not finde me, becauſe ye haue refuſed me when I 
offered my ſelfe to you. | 
Chrilt is their ſaluafion that beleeue in him,and make 


 muchofhim, and thankfully receaue him . The gody 
et 


hee deligereth from ſinne, but the wicked hee leau 
bound in the chaines of their iniquity, to be tormented 
ofhim which had tempted them there-vneo,whoſe will 
they alwayes endeuoured to fulfill and not the Lords, 
and he ſhewetkhghem a hand vpon the wall writing their 
condemnation,” and another catching them by the hai- 
ric Icalpe, which maketh all their ioynts to tremble, and 
their hearts to diſpaire, and hee faith vnto them, What 
doeſt thou heere without thy wedding garment 2 How 
dareſt thou come to ſteale the childrens bread? The 
ſpirit of Saul worketh in him in his bed & every where, 
and hee calleth for the Harpe of Davidto comfort his 
heart which cannot be comforted. And this ſpirit ſaith 
to tudas, thou haſt betrayed the Lord & crucified him, 
therefore poappnnnyy ſelfe: for cuen at the prea- 
ching of ſaluation,the horrour of damnation,the marke 
of Caine ſticketh within thee whoſoever beleeueſt not 
in Gods ſaluation. But the godly heart goeth home,ha- 
uing embraced this ſaluation, chewing the cud, and re- 
ioycing like the Apoſtles, which reioyced, in that they 
were counted worthy to ſuffer for his names ſake, and 
they ay, O what a good ba we hane had this day, 
' what delicious dainties hath God feaſted vs with 1 and 
ſo the Bee gocth loden to the hiue, and gocth longer un 


3 1,Kings.17- the ſtrength thereof then Elias did. 


Thy ſaluation. 
The onely Saujour is heere called faluation it ſclfe: 
for ifhe were called abare Sauiour only,chen you mighe 
Ukely vnderftandit by ſome other Sawourz but _ 


F 


of the Song of Simeon, 
heis called faluacion it ſelfe, to ſhewe that there is no 0+ 
ther. For there be more Sauiours, but no more ſaluati- 


ons, as there bee many waies to death, and yet but one 
death. The brafen Serpent was a figure of Chriſt, that 


they which are ſtung by ſinne, by fire, and by the Ser- lohan. 3. 


pent which beguiled Euah, may wake ſpecede, becauſe 
there is no remedie but to come to Chriſt, 

The Papiſts haue founde out many faluations, they 
haue found out a ſaluation by Saints, a ſaluation by An- 
gels, a aluation by Maſles, a faluation by merrits, a fal- 
uation bv Idols, as though Chriſt hadleaſt to doe in his 
owne office, for they haue other ſaluations to flic vnto. 
They will haue it, but they will buy it, and what vvill 
they giue for it > Why, they will faſt ſo many dayes,goc 
fo far on pilgrimages, hire Prieſts to ſay ſo many Maſ- 
ſes, build ſo manic Abbeis, & giue ſo many ſummes of 
mony to the Monks and Friers. Therefore the Scrip- 
eure goeth againſt them,& doth diſhonor their ſhame- 


Iclneſle, who (like Nimrod, that heaping ſtone vppon Gene, 17, 


ſtone, would haue buile vp to heauen) heape ſinne vp- 
pon finne, and houre, ſome one herelic or ſuper- 
{tition groweth vp from this filthy roote. 

For what Papilt dare ſay, that Simeon thought on a+ 
ny of theſe, or put confidence in any other Sauiour,but 


onely in him whom he embraced in his armes? Forfſal-,. , 2.2.18 
.. uation is by the promiſe of God, and all promiſes arein , cQ,.,, * 
Chriſt. And though Jacob wanted bread, loſeph wan» Gene,42, 


ted not mony, therefore he gaue them back again their 
monie, and likewiſe he gaue them that corne that they 
would haue bought with it. I would wiſh them there- 
fore to fay as Toſephs brethren did, that they have their 
corne for nothing,” & their monie to: let them I ſay be 
content and reioyce, to ſay , that they haue mercie for 
nothing, & their workes to. For God cannot be wonne 
by mens workes, becauſe they profit not him, but them- 
ſclues, 
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There is no water can waſh Naaman but Tordan, no 
water can waſh the leproſie of ſinne, but the blood of 
the Lambe. By this the Iſraelites were ſaued when the 
de{troyer paſſed by. By this the Lord knoweth vs to be 
his people, and by this the deuil knoweth vs to be none 
of his, As tis Pn God to be called , 
fois ie proper vnto Jeſus Chriſt to bee called ſalvation. 
Heis alfo called the way, the truth, and the life, for that 
life which we haue, is but a ſparke and (hadowe of life, 
but he is the true and eternall life. 

Then ſeeing Chriſtis both our righteouſnes , ſalua- 
tion, and alſo the way, the truth and the life, to keade vs 
thereunto : it is as poſſible for vs without Chriſt to bee 
iuſtified or glorified, as it is to be wiſe without wiſdom, 
righteous without righteouſnes, or ſaued without fal+ 


* uation. T herfore let vs not be aſhamed to take our wa- 


ter from the fountaine, ſeeing Chriſt is the fountaine of 
all wiſedome, of all righteouſneſle, of all cruth , of all 
knowledge, of all faluation, and briefely.of all goodnes: 
for there is no other Arke to ſaue vs from the flood, no 
other ladder to aſcend with into heauen , no other To- 
ſeph to feede vsin the famine, no other Moſes to leade 
vs through the wildernes. 

Bur as the river Siloa runneth through all the land of 
Tudzxa, and watereth the whole cittie of God : fo chriſt 
doth ſhew himſelfe all in all, and all-ſufficient in mercie 
to ſave and blefle all his church with fpirituall gifts. If 
Chriſt be ſaluation, what ſhal make vs deſpaire ? Shall 
fathan 2 No,for he hath ouer-come ſathan. Shal death ? 
No, for he hath ouer-come death. Shall hell > No,forhe 
hath ouer-come hell. Shal the Lawe 2 No, for hee hath 
fulfilled the Law. Shal wrath 2 No, for hee hath troden 
the wine-preſle of his Fathers wrath. Therefore it was 
aſweet ſaying of one at his death : When mine iniqui- 
tieis greater then thy merci , 6 God, then will I fearg 


and giſpai 
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of the Song of Simeon. 
- Saluation is borne,thercfore we were allin the ſtate of 
condemnation before : light is come, therefore wee late 
all:n darknes before : glory is come, therefore we were 
all loden with ſhame before : life is come, to ſhewe that 
we were all dead in ſinne before . Lifeis come, & light 
and (aluation : life to the dead, light to the blind, & 1al- 
uation to the damned. For Chrilt is called faluation, to 
ſhew that without him we are all damned firebrands of 
hell, heires of condemation, and forſaken of God. To 
him that is ſicke , it is calic to be thankfull when hee is 
whole, but when he is whole, it is harder co be thankful 
then tobe ſicke. I would faine be diſproued , that Ni- 
niuch might be ſaued, though Ionah would not. 
Thy ſaluation. 

This word ſaluation is a ſweet word, yea the ſweeteſt 
word in all the Scripture, & yet many deſpiſe this wor- 
thy iewell, becauſe they know not what it is worth, like 
the dawes, which would rather haue a barly corne,then 
al py or a iewell, becauſe they knowe not-the value 

ereof. 


O Lord,what is man that thou art ſo mindfal of him ? plum. s; 


O man, whatis G O D that thou art ſo vyomindfull of 
him ? If a friend had giuen vs any thing,we would haue 
thanked him hartilie for it, but to him that hath giuen 
vsall things, we will not giue ſo much as thankes. Now 
therefore let the rocke guſh out water againe, andlet 
. our ſtonie harts poure forth ſtreames of teares in vn- 
fained repentance. We haue all called vpon you, but 
noneregardeth vs, as though God were as Baal, and as 
though Diues feltno paine,, nor Lazarus ioy , but all 
were forgotten. Many times Chriſt commeth into the 
Temple, and there is ſcarce a Simeon to embrace him, 
the babe is heere, but where is Simeon ? 

If God had not loued vs better then wee loued our 


felues, we ſhould haue perriſhed long ere this, and yet 
wee eubrace not Cluilt Simeon, gong 4 


Thy ſaluation, which thou ha#t proper before the face 
of all the people , @ light robe renealed to the Gentiles , and 


the glory of thy people Iſrael. 


fy HT [aluation. This worde ſalvation isa 

| DVI! ſweet word, and holds mee to it like an 

Adamant, for when I choughe to pro- 

Ay} ceede, this word aid vnto me, ſtay here, 

2 || teach this and teach all, learne this, and 
learne all: for itis the pith of all the mercies of GO D 
towards his chyldren. of 

Chriſt is called aluation, becauſe no man ſhould di- 

ſpaire, and becauſcit is impollible to bee ſaued without . . 
him, for ſaluation is onely in him. Chriſt can doe anie 
thing but this, hee cannot ſaue him that will not repene. 

He is called the faluation of God, becauſe he came not "OE 
from men, nor from Angels, nor by chaunce, but from 144. x, 

God himſcife, and therefore his Name was not giueo Math,2, 
him after the manner of men, which was, thateuery Fa- Luke,2, 
ther ſhould name his owne child,bue ſo did not Toſeph, Mito» 
forthe Angel bad giuen him direQion for his. Name. 14.17; 


the Ts 


Sunne, | 
nefle vnto the Sonne of God, which is our faluation. 
Heivalled hefduxiionof God becaue be lation 
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The ſecond Sermon _. 
according to Gods owne mind. Hee came net to brin 
eaſe & liberty, but he came to bring the ſpiritual fwors, 
and oppo hepſtnets yet 


to the penitent...._ '. > 
they know not what ifis worth, How few Simeon: there 
; beinthe Temple, how fewe Nathaniels, how few men 
| that feareGod: theſe plants grow not on euery ground. 
Who would be vnthankfull ifhee knew what the Loxd 
wes and what he _— ? He gives theſonne for the 
baſtard, the Lord for the ſeruaunt,che righteous for ſin- 
ners, the innocent for the wicked , and the Almightie 
Lord, for the ſinfull ſonnes of men. Doe you not mar- 
uel how you can offend this Lord willingly, which hath 
doone ſo much for you ? Heere I reproue vnthankful- 
neſle, ſecuritie, & negligence, ſtriving as it were to cru- 
cifie Chriſt againe, as the wicked Tewes did, who neuer 
proſpered ſince the time that they faide z His blood be 
vpon vs, and vpont our ſeede. They were not like Sime- 
Mat,27,25, 0#, who as ſoone as hee ſawhim, embraced him,and re- 
ioyced ouer him. There is no ſhewe of grace in them 
which ſhew no liking of OPILISE m themſclues 
nor in others: for this is the firſt part of our conuerſion, 
to loue them thatloue G O D, and ſo they are drawne 
to the Sonne. No man will builde an Arke vniill the 
flood come, no man will feek for corne vntil the famine 


Gene,7, 


Gene,42, come, and ſcarce Lot will be gone out of Sodome be- 
= Gene,19, fore the time of execution of Gods wrath do come vp- 
ponthem. 


haue any knowledge, any feare inyou, if yo! 
Reavery adnctiin youtfyon keto rny likineto be 
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as the Nininites did , for all the preaching and teaching 
wee haue had. For, who hath ined in his hart to 
amend his life > Who hath left his pride? Who hath re- 
ſtored that which he hath taken by extortion, viuric, & 


wrong ? Surely theythat haue done thus are monſters, 
cannot ſee him, hewalketh inuifible & cannot be found. 


ly 


The heauens trembled at the death of Chriſt, the ſunne Math,27,48 
did hide his face,the carth quaked,the vaile of the Tem- 5 1,52,5; 


ple rent in ſunder , the deade bodies roſe out of theyr 
graues, and all this was to ſhewe that the Prince of the 
world ſuffered violence, and that the Lord of life ſuffe- 
red death for the raunſome of vs, and of all whoſocuer 
throughout the world doe belecue the Goſpel, and line 
in obedience thereof, and withall, that hee fuffering for 
finfull and wretched man, was a conquerer ouer hell & 
al cuill, and hath ouer-come death. The Scribes are a- 
inſt him, the Pharifies were againſt him, the Rulers 
d themſclues again(t him, the Atheiſts _ him, 
& all the ſpi & enuious Iewes againſt him,whoſe 
birth was baſc, whoſe life was contemptible, and whoſe 
death was ignominious, but God was with him and in 
him,by whoſe power he ouer-came them all, and fo be- 
came the ſaluation of God. 


Dauid beeing to encounter with Goliah, Saule tooke 1 ,5.m, 17, 


and put on him his owne harneſle, but hee coulde noe 
weare it, it was too heauie for his little body, therfore he 
tooke nothing but a ſtaffe and a fewe ſtones ina ſcrip, 
and ſo Dauid flew the pride ofthe Philiſtines, and the 
feare of [ſraell. And euen thus the Lord ſer his ſonne to 
fight with the Prince of this world , not with ſwords & 
bowes and bills, but with the word and ſpirit of 
God, with the which he hath oucr-come, and through 
. himwealſo hauctheviRorie. 
| C 2. Which 
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Hef this to the end that the eyes of all mankinde 
may be fixed vppon him, as the eyes of all Ifracll were 
I — plac Ty in that 
ye lineed wi a: - 
vic dren cube.) moy fiermotim 
for hi they perriſh in {inne,& theyr bloo 
ws heads. : 


He was preparcd long agoe, as it dooth moſt plainlie 
appeare,fer the Virgin which bare him,the place of his 
birth, the poore eſtate wherein he was, his miracles, his 
Apoſtles, his torments, his croſle, his death , his reſur- 
reftion and aſcention into heauen} all theſe were fore- 
ſhewed and fore-tolde long, before wy 4 came to paſle. 
Therfore ſome ſaid, who is this that is fo oftE ſpoken of 
by the Prophets ? who is this that can do many miracles 
thatthe Scribes and Pharifies cannot do? that can raife 
the dead, that can ceaſe the windes, that can calme the 
waters : at whoſe ſuffering the earth quaked, the ſfurme 
hid his face,darknes came oner all : and being dead,roſe 
againe by his owne power, and aſcendedinto heauen in 
the ſight of a great multitude ? How can it be then bue 
it muſt be knowne before the ſace of all people, which was 
ſo manifeſt by dreames, by viſions,by oracles,by power, 
by authoritie, and cuery thing ? for there was nothing 
which had not a tongue to ſpeak for God. Every thing 
was prepared for him before he came to bee reucaled : 
hee camenotin the beginning nor inthe ending : hee 
came notinthe cnding, that weewhich come after him 
might long for his ſeconde&ming, He.came not in the 
beginni that fuch a Prince as he,ſhould haue 
many banners and tryumphs'before him. Hee came 
notin the beginning, becauſe'the eyes of faith ſhould 
not be dazeledin him, andleaſt they which ſhould line 
incbolattcr times, hould forget him and his nay 


of the Song of Simeon. 
which wasſo long before,euca as you forget that which 
I haue ſaid as ſoone as you are gone hence . He came 
not in the beginning, becauſe ifhe had com before man 
had ſinned, man would haue acknowledged no neede 
of a Phifition, but when man had ſinned, and had felt 
the ſmart of finne: for when they were caſt out of Pa- 
radiſe, they ranne vnto Chriſt,as the Iſraelites did to the- 
Serpent. He came notin the beginning,but in the per- 
fe age of the world, to ſhew that he brought with him 
perfection, perfet ioy,perfeFt peace, perfet wiſedom, 
perfe&t righteouſnes, perfe&t iu wa truth, ſigni- 
fying thereby,that notwithſtanding he came in the per. 
feR age thereof, yet he found all things vnperfe&t. The 
Iewes thought that hee ſhould come like ſome great 
Princewith pompe and glory,which was a carnall con- 
ceite, for heerein they were mcruailouſly deceaued, his 
father was but a poore Carpenter, and his mother but a 
ſimple woman,and he a filly babe wrapt in clouts. Then 
ought not we to reverence our Lord, and to praiſe his 
name, for that hee became ſo humble for vs moſt vile 
wretches, that are worthy of nothing? yet we ſec howe 
cruelly they dealt with this bleſled one which came to 
Gue them. Ignoranceſate in the chaire, deceit gaue the 
ſentence, and cruelty executed him with the moſt pain- 
fall and ſhamefull death of the croſſe. O that your eyes 
doe not dazell, and your cares tingle, and your hearts 
meruaile at this dealing of theirs to our louing Sauiour, 
which came to ſaue them if they would, and ſpecially in 
that now you ſce that he abaſed himſelfe for our ſakes, 
euen to the vttermoſt | © wagderfull thing to think of ! 
If you would marke, I wofd make you in loue with 
him before I haue done with you, Ifay vnto all thoſe 
that come hither to be edified, take your fill of pleaſure, 
enter into Paradiſe, lift vp your eyes, ſtretch forth your 
hands, and eate your fill of the tree of life, and the Lord 
will goe home with you, embrace him and kiſle him, 
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entertaine him well,and he will dwell with you for cuer. 
But you that come hither for faſhions ſake, eyther to 
ſce or to be ſcene, to finde fault with ſome-what, or to 
make an hipocriticall ſhewe of godlines where there is 
none, [ tell you,that comfort ſhall ſhake hands with you 
at the dore: market, and you ſhall ſce that my wordes 
are true. Shew me whatit is thatis better then ſaluation, 
I would have none of you to be dawnedif I might pre. 
uent it, nor ſo niuch as a peece of you to be given vnto 
ſathan, therefore I would I knew that ſtone that would 
kill Goliah, for I would ſtrike it with my might inco his 
temples. If gou will you myy be faued, and the Lord 
will one day put thoſe wordes in my mouth that will 
touch your hearts . Therefore now ariſe, kiſle and em« 
brace the ſweete babe Icſus, and then afterward frame 
your ſeluesto obey him,for then the Lord will knock at 
your hearts, and if you will let him in, he will eeachyou 
all chings. The Lord came not in the beginning,nor in 
the ending, buthe came in the middle age of the world, 
to ſhew that if it will not learne now, it will neuer learne 
to come vnto God by repentance and amendment, that 
they may learne to kiſle the ſonne leaſt he be angry,and 
fo they periſh in his wrath hike Sodome. Hee camein 
the middle age of the world, to ſhew that he was indif- 
ferent for the world, to giue light & life vnto all that re- 
turne vnfo him. For God reſpeReth no perſons, but e- 
uery man of what Nation or Country fo ever he be,that 
feareth God and worketh righteouſnes is accepted of 
him, & he wil fulfill their ioyes through Chuiſt, yet noe 
when we will,but according to his owne good pleaſure, | 
and when he thinketh good. Therefore, ſtay Hehas, a- 
none the Ravens wil bring thee meat,& thou ſhalt haue 
enough. Anone Moſes wil deliver Iſrael . Sofaluation 
is already prepared of God, and hath beene long (ince 
with fulnes of knowledge,and all excellent gifts, and he 


- will giue them to ys when he ſeeth good . But wee are 


like 
ug 
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of the Song of Simeon. 
like whining children, that will not ſtay till their milke 
be cold, but would haue ie, though they be ſcalded with 
it : ſo we would haue the knowledge of God and liberty 
before we know how to vſc it. We would know the 
high miſteries and deepe counſels of God, before wee 
know our (clues, we would haue the liberty of the Gol- 
ps when we know no way how to vſeit bat in ſecurity. 
ut the Lord, he will wiſcly giue vnto vs as it were our 
bellies full when he ſeethit good, and when he ſceth vs 
ready for it, who knoweth our hearts better then we our 
ſclaes. | 
eL light to be renealed to the Gentiles and the glory of thy 
people [ſracll. 
ou haue heard Simeon ſhewing the cauſe why the 
ſonne was ſent from the Father, why he became man, 
which raigned before in Paradiſe . What moued God 
to leaue hisioy and his bliſſe, & ſuffer more then all the 
vvorlde could ſuffer together ? A great cauſe it is that 
would make a King leaue his ps & fall to beg- 
erie. A great & wonderfull cauſe it was,that made Ie- 
ouah to come downe from heauen to ſuffer miſery v 
pon the earth . Two other cauſes Simeon ſheweth or 
this Meſlias came from heauen. The firſt, that he mighe 
enlighten the Gentiles,which ſat in darknes : and the fe- 
cond,that he might be the glory of Iſrael, which gloried 
in their ſacrifices and in their ceremonies, and ſo had no 
lory before he came, but were like the Moone when 


the Sunne doth ſhine vpon it, or like Rachel which de- Gen. 29. 


ſpiſed Leah and became barren. And they deſpiſed the 


Gentiles light, like that ſonne which was angry becauſe Ev%*, 15- 


his loſt brother came home againe, or like thoſe labou- 


rers vvhich checked the Lord of the vineyard, becauſe Mat 20 


he gaue vnto the other labourers as much as hee gaue 
vnto them . Butthe Gentiles are lyke Leah, vvho be- 


Chr benny Gunners ge er Jo 


C4 


r= Irony became fruitefull . Simeon reioyced in Gen. 29, 


Gen. 19. 


- 
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but alſo for that he was the light of the Gentiles. Shall 
the head be ſorrowfull becauſe the band is well ? nay ra- 
ther the hand ſhould be glad becauſe the head is well, 
& the head becauſe the hand is well. The father ſhould 
be glad becauſe his ſonne 1s —_- then himſelfe, the 


mother ſhould be glad becauſe her daughter is wiſer 
then her felfe, the brother ſhould be glad, becauſe his 
brother is richer then himſclfe, the miſlreſle ſhould re- 
ijoyce, becauſe her maide is a better houſewife then her 
ſelfe. But weenuic our brethren & our neighbours, be- 
cauſe they are better then we, & becauſe God hath bleſ- 
ſed them with temporall or ſpiritual] thinges above vs : 
if we ſce that they haue learning,then we enuie them for 
their learning, if he haue more gifts, wee enuic him for 
his gifts, if he have more knowledge, we enuic him for 
his knowledge, if he haue more zeale, we enuic him for 
his zeale,if he have moreriches, we enuic him for his ri- 
ches, and how can we reioyce when every bodies good 
1s our euill, and euery bodies ioy is our ſorrow ? But fixe 
your eyes vpon Chriſt alone,and he will fulfill your ioy, 
if you looke not back to Sodome like Lots wife. If you 
loueioy and gladnes, Chriſt is ioy and gladnes: if you 
loue comfort, why, Chriſt is the comforter of all that 
beare his Croſſe: if you lou life, Chriſt is eternall life : 
if you loue peace, Chriſt is peace : if you loue riches, 
Chriſt is full of heauenly riches, and full of Jiberality, ro 
beſtow them vpon all ſuch as loue God: ſo Chriſt is alt 
in all vnto the godly, and they haue moreioy in Chriſt 
alwayes and in all things, then the richeft,and moſt glo- 
rious & ſumptuous Prince in the world, then Salomon 
himſelfe had in worldly riches, honours, pleaſures, ioy, 
eaſe, or felicity. For the wicked which put their truſt in 
riches, and make them Gods of gold and money,of eaſe 
and pleaſures,though they doe all that they can to fulfill 
their luſts, and take never ſo much pleaſure, & be never 
fo merry, yet they can haue no true joy, __ 

CORICly 


of the Song of Simeon, 


- conſcience, forall the peace, the mirth, and =_ they 
e grafſe, Flay,58, & 


haue, is but deceite,all falſe and indurablelike t 


rcenein the morning, & withered ere night. But when ?* 


the Lord doth knock at their hearts, & ſtrike them with 
a feeling of their horrible tranſgreſſions, as no doubt he 
will, then they are all in a maze, and they can haue no 
toy, no peace, no reſt ; but they may ſay, in laughter my 
ſoule is ſorrowful,in caſe my ſoule hath trouble,in mirth 
mone, in riches pouerty,in glory ſhame, in life my ſoule 
is cuen dead, in plenty my fſoule vvanteth all thin ges 

wherein it ſhould reioyce, it is deſlitute of all comfort, 


ing Lord of all the earth, yet had no ioy in it when God 
hadonce forſaken him . Likewiſe Saul when God had 
forſaken him, he had no ioy of his kingdome, nor of all 


and gn with all ſlauiſh feares, like Cain, who be- © 4- 


his riches, and then who had more ioy, Saul the King, 1 ,Sam 16. 


or Dauid the ſubie&t? So then we ſee that perfet ioy 
can be had in nothing but in God and in Teſus Chiiſt, 
Wherfore as by the ſtream you may be led to the foun- 
taine; cuen {o let the ioy and peace of this life ſerue to 
lcade'vs to God, which is perfeft ioy andpeace,& there 
reſt, like the wiſe men which were vided! by the (tarre, 
to come to the true Sonne of grace, Tefus Chriſt when 
he was borne: and if we reſt not in him when we hauc 
found him, there is no reſt for vs, wee ſhall be like the 
reſtleſle Doue,which fluttered about,and found no reſt 
any way, till ſhe returned to the Arke : but we ſeeme as 
though we ſought him and found him, when as we doe 
but play the hipocrites . Salomon faith, that the wayes 
of the whore are proſperity & welfare,for ſhe cuer puc- 
teth on a vizard, that ſhe might not be knowne to be ſo 
vile as ſheis: ſo vnder the colour of goodnes cuill is al- 
wayes lurking. 

Therefore alſois Chriſt called the light, becauſe wee 
ſhould leaue our fooliſhneſle, _ 1s come, and 


that wee ſhould forſake all oys lights vvhich are bue 
darkneſle, 


f 
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hs darkneſſe, and cleaue vato his light vvhich is the true 
lghe indeede. 
eA light to be renealed to the Gentiles, che. 

He came to lighten the Gentiles, and they receaued 
him with cs, of whom there was no hope of 
goodnes left. Who would ſuppoſe that the barren wo- 
man ſhould become fruitfull, or the prodigall ſonne re» 
turne home = ? It is like asif an Owle ſhould be 
conuerted to {eelight,or asif the ſtreame would returne 
into the fountaine, or asif an old man ſhould become 
young againe. | 

A light to be renealed to the Gentiles, 

To be reuecaled, not yet reucaled, the Tewes muſt firſt 
reiet him before the Gentiles receaue him : and when 
the Iewes did oppreſle him,condemne him,and crucifie 
him, then were his armes ſpread vnto the whole world. 

Luke, 14,z3 When the gueſts would not come, then he ſendeth into 
the high wayes, to compell others that would not come 
willingly vnto it. Comfort ison foote, and that which 
will come ſhal come. &c. The Queene of Saba came 

kth, 12, from the vttermoſt part of the earth to heare Salomons 
wiſcdome, and the wiſe men came from the Eaſt to ſee 
Jeſus Chriſt, but we may fay, the Lord was heere in the 
Temple, and I was in my thop, ſelling and buying, ly- 
ing, - and ſwearing . Well, when hee comes 
back againe, I will be better acquainted with him, and 
ſo we elteeme not of his preſence in any reuerent ſort. 

2,Reg 4.20 The Shunamite ſaifle : Let vs build achamber for the _ 
man of God; then we ſhould build an houſe, Zaccheus 

Luke, 19. did climbe vp into a tree to ſee our Sauiour,& the Lord 
ſeeing his diligence, called him, Zaccheus,come downe, 
for 1 will dine at thy houſe this day, and that was a ioy- 
full day with Zaccheus, for then ſaluation came into bis 

houſe, & vpon all his family : he gaue the Lord a feaſt, 

and the Lord made him a farre better feaſt of peace, a 

feaſt of ioy, a feaſt of heaucaly things, & lo for Rong 


yore 


Wn Ny 
of the Song of Stmeon. Oy 
and endeuour to ſee Chriſt bodily, he ſhewed himſclfe 
yato him ſpiritually, euen to his hearts deſure, 
T o be renealed. | 
Haue an eye to the future tenſe, that which is not ſhal ; 1c;o, ,, 
be. As for example, Salomon was wiſe, buthe is foo- 12, 11. 
hſh, Sampſon was ſtrong, but he is weakez Judas vvasa 74d, : 3, & 
Preacher, but he is a traytor 3 Paul was a perſecutor, but on = 
he isa Preacher; Peter was adenier of Chriſt, but now aq, 
he is a bold profeſſour of Chriſtz Moſes was learned in Atts g. 
the wiſedome of the Egiptians, but now heis learned in Math 16, 
the wiſedome of God,by which the wiſedome of the E- _ 4 
giptians, is made- but meere fooliſhnes in the fight of __ 
God. Others,as heathen Philoſophers, Plato, Ariſtotle, 
Cato, Crates,and ſuch like, were counted very wiſe men 
in the ſight of the world, yea they wroty ſo many _ books 
full of wiſedom, & alſo adorned with notable ſentences 
and witty ſayings, that one would thinke all vviſedorke 
were buried with them, ſo famous were they,and ſo full 
of earthly vnderſtanding,teaching maners,counſels,and 
pollicies: yet for my part I haue neither ſeene yu heard 
of anie ſuch, being wiſe in worldly things, and without 
the wiſedome of God , but that they have committed 
ſome notorious fooliſhneſle in the ſight of all men, hike 
Achitophell, of vvhom we reade, that he was ſo wiſea , c,._ 
Counſailour, that his counſaile was like as one had al- ::. * 
ked counſaile at the Oracle of God, and yet ſeethe end 2,S:m.17. 
of him, he hanged himſelfe,& all for want of the know- ?3: 
ledge of God. It had beene better therefore for him to 
haue had more wiſedome and leſle witte. Crates, Ari- 
ſtole, Plato, and others of the wiſe Phyloſophers, haue 
eyther poyſoned, burned, or drowned themſclues, and 
ſo we fee that the ende of worldly wiſedome is meere 
fooliſhneſle, and the fooliſh haue more peace then the 
vviſe: for theyr vviſedome vvithout the feare of God, 
dooth them no more good then the Arke did to the 


Philiſtines, vvhich did nothing but torment them, - Sam. F, 
caulc 


1,Cor.1,10, 


T he ſecond Sermon 


cauſe they knewe not howe to vſeit, and therefore vn- 
reuerently abuſed it . Forif your wiſedome conſiſt in 
eloquence of words, in profundity of wit, to gaine craf- 
tily and ſpend warily, to inuent lawes, to expound rid- 
dles, and interpret dreames, to tell fortunes, & prophe- 
cie of matters by learning : all your wiſedom is but vex- 
ation of the ſpiritz for all theſe without the feare of God 
doe vs no more good then theyr wit did theſe Philoſo- 
phers,which notwithſtanding fate in darknes. And Iam 
afraid though Chrilt brought light vnto the Gentiles, 
yet it may be ſaide, that the Gentiles fit in darknes ſtill, 
ſauing a few Leuites ſcattcred vpon the mountaines,for 
whole ſake Sodome is ſpared. And becauſe thoſe had 
not the knowledge of God, therefore they worſhipped 
2 King. 17, Mars and Cupid, Sunne and Moone, beaſts and ſer- 
30. 4 pents: ſo the hiliſtines worſhipped Dagon,the Ephe- 
Jud.16,23- fjans worſhipped:Diana, the Aſſirian $ Neſroch, the If- 
_— '33* raclites worſhipped a calfe, Ahaziah worſhipped Bel- 
5,505'5* Zebub, the Moabites worſhipped Chamos, the Sama- 
Ex0d.3+,4, ritanes dig worſhip vnto Baal : ſo the truth to ſuch ſee- 
6. meth faſhood, and errour ſeemeth truth . As for exam- 
2,K08, 12+ ple, that the world ſhould be made of nothing, that the 
_— 8'*** Word becamefleſh, that God and man was ioyned to- 
1 King, 16. gether in one perſon, that one man may be righteous in 
32, the righteouſnes of another, which is Chriſt, & that the 
dead (hall riſe againe : theſe ſeemed fooliſhnes'vnto the 
Gentiles, neyther could they belecuethem . No more 
can ſome Gentiles amongſt vs at this day, which are but 
naturall men, therefore they doe not beleeue them, for 
when they profeſſed themſclyes to be wiſe, they becam 
Rom.1, 22. fogles, ſaith the holy Ghoſt. Sothen we ſee now what 
Chriſt hath done for vs, he hath bound that Serpent, 
which hath ſowne all che tares, ſo that the deuill is faine 

for want of better lodging to enter into ſwine. 
Heeretofore, whercas one followed God, a thouſand 
followed Baal, —————— 


IS 


ofthe Song of Simeon. . 
heads,defiring Chriſt eo raigne with them andin them. 
Hetetofore we made our like the wounded man, 
we were ſpoyled, we were ſtript naked, & we were ba- 
thed in our blood being full of wonnds,but now Chriſt 
hath furniſhed vs, he hath waſhed vs, hee hath clothed 
vs, and wee are nowe become true Ifraclites : vs which 
were the vile and wilde Oliues, hee hath =_ vppon 
the true Oliue, and planted vs ina fruitfull ſoyle. An d 


what cauſe can we ſhew for this, but onely mercie 2 For py, 31, 


hceretofore we were called fooliſh, but the Lorde hath 
made vs wiſe according tothe wiſedom of Godin theſe 
dayes by his ſpirit : butif yee deſerve to bee called the 
fooliſh Nation againe, then yeeate moſt vnhappy and 
moſt curſed. So now we haue beard,that the Lord doth 
reueale all his counſels vnto his Prophets, and howethe 
lory of Iſrael is nowe reucaled to bee the ght of the 
tiles. And you haue heard the cauſe why: becauſe 
the Iewes rcieted their own faluation. You hane heard: 
that the cauſe was onely his mercy and his loue, becauſe 
Mercy cannot containe it felfe within Ieruſalem. 


ef light to be renealed to the Gentiles , and the glory of 
thy people 1/raell. 

You haue heard why Chrlſt is called light, why heis 
called the light of the Gentiles, why the lord did change 
a curſe into bleſſing, and why the Gentiles did change 
darknes for light, & a thouſand Gods for one true God. 
Then the Gentiles receiued more grace then they defi- 
red, for the Lord came vncalled vnco theyr houſes, and 
made a feaſt vnto themin their owne houſes. The light 
ofthe Gentiles is ourlight, o__ , and my by t: 
Chriſt is our grace, your grace, and my grace: & chriſt 


is our ſalnation, your ſalyation, and my faluation. Hee 


came vnto the Tewes; and forthe Iewes, and yet his c6- 
ming vnto the Gentiles, was better then to the Iewes. 
He cameintothe world when the wotld didabounde 


- 


ds. | 

The blindneſle of the Jewes was, and is wonderfull, 
who heard of their reieion, and of our conueſion, and 
yet vnderſtoodit not, neither ſought to prevent Gods 
wrath in reieing of them. Therefore the Rock which 
ſhould have ſaued the did ſhiver them io peeces, wher- 
in was ſhewed theyr wonderfull blockiſhnes, hauiog it 
ſo often fore-tolde by their Prophets , figured in theyr 
lawe, ſhadowed in ſacrifices, and readin theyr 
' Churches from Saboth to Saboth. Euery thing that c6- 
meth co paſſe in Churches, in common-weales, in cit- 
ties.in countries,in kingdoms, & in Prouinces, theſe are 
all foretold in the Scriptures, and yet none doe vnder- 
ſtand it, ſauing a fewe choſen ones whom God loueth. 
For, the comming of Antechviſt , the ouerthrowe of 
Kingdoms, the darknes of Poperie, the lighe of the go- 
| recomended hendefing et 
the Iewes, all theſe are ſet downe in the Scriptures, and 
we cannot vnderſtand'q,, though wee heare it day, 
day, becauſe wee doe not giue our mindes to vader« 


. Such ſhall Nandin a maze before the righte- 
ous and terrible throne of God: the dead ſhall riſe, the 
trumpe ſhall blow, and all the worlde ſhall bein an vp- 
roare, and they ſhall ſtand when theyr hearing 
without profiting ſhall be layd'to theyr charge, & they 
ſhall ay : O we haue knowneno ſuch thing : but ſurely 
if the Iewes could come out of hell, they would admo- 
niſh vs to take better heedehow we beare; for we heare 
as though we did not heare at all, our mindes are other- 


wiſe occupied. A ——————— 
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palſs 1 ive orctldin the Scrprwres then we mult iy 
as Chriſt aid, This prophecies fulfilled , for all 
that are written, are come to S eft, ot fattum ci}, 
that is, as ſureasicis written, fo dooth it come to 
pw Ie prophecieth nothing but that which truely is 

filledin : time, and the more often it ſpeakes of a 
thing, the more certaine, the more excellent, and the 
more to be belecued it is. Like a Tewel that is beſet with 
pearle, ſois our calling adorned with , forſo 
doth God tender our calling, which is d often in his 
mouth, and we ſo often in his remembrance, that hee 
ſpeaketh of vsin every Booke throughout the vvhole 

peurs, like a kinde fpouſe whoſe loue is in a ſtrange 
country, and he delighteth himſelfe with thoughes and 
medications of her : fo hee did long vntill the Gentiles 
were come to him againe,like theprod | child, whoſe 
Ab did long vntill hee had ed hi him. V Vhen 


- ks 
dy” 


prodigall ſonne come home againe, ſaith he 2 I Luke,ts, 
will H. my rn 


on his backe, and my golde 
ring en kiites, ad and his fare ſhall be the 
morſell. And thus God longeth for our faluation , and 
he knockethat our doores. Is fayth heere ?is loue here? 
is one called the feare of God in this place? 
nay ark as loue maketh louers ſometime to ſpeak plain- 
ond familiarly one to another, ſome-time by darke 
Rona and riddles, fometime by letters, ſometime by 
ſhewes and fignes, and ſometime to hide they- 
- np rrp etr cag So our God ſpeaketh ſome- 
time plainly to his Church , fome-time darkly and mi- 
deere poaſe arch turneth his face from his Church 
her he would i oguee 
ng pear mh the booke of the Canticles. 
7 of the Lino. and calling in of rhe 
was Caine and Abell : 
8856 


ed rigs Abel theYoun- 
God loued Abelland accepted —— 


RESO >> LL >». Aus 
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God reieted Caine for his wickednes, and bebe came a 
| RNS eg heereieceth the Jewes 
chyldren' Shad 
con- 
in obedience, and hee taketh vs becing but che 
youngeſt ſonne, the wild Oliue, the ſeed of the wicked, 
 andmaketh vachildren rg vnto him,onely of 
his mercy withoue any 
Gene, 9, The cond example ma Sm: & Tapher, both which 
Gene,5»1,3- were Noahs ſannes, Sem was the ſecond ſonne, and la- 
9.24.10, HENRY ,and of this Iaphet came the Gentiles: of 
poor patent fayd Noah : God perſwade Japhet, that hee may dwell 
ur 2, agua he em : thatis, that they may be vnited toge- 
lokn, 10,16 ther, asweſceit is come to paſſe. Other ſheepe I haue 
(Gich Chriſt) which are not of this fold, them alſo wil I 


_— ether ay exceed hen bathe 


Genear, Thos OI Was 57h and Iſaac, both 

a ny Wa oe perm 

— yet Ifaac was choſen enioyed the 

* and Iſmael his eldeſt brother, a mogker of I- 
was put away, the Lord was not with him. 

or figure was Tacob and Eſau , both 

Gene,25, ſonnesto Ilazc: Eſau was the elder brother & Leobthe 

. mere loued Iacgb, and hated Elau,becauſe 

Em con andſold it to Jacob for 

a Fr feofponage diego Tacob ſtolg the ble(- 

God bleſſed Iacob, but curſed Eau: 


\ Fe Led Rene 
oi he lows tak ny fm 


Gene, 2, 


fruicfull, 31. but Rachel! alſo was after married. 28. and 
more beloued 30. and having enuied her ſiſters fruuful- 
nes, 30. 1. and ted, God remembred her, & made 
ber fuickul So Chriſt firſt maried the Iewes, and made 
wa 007 pe they deſpiſed their glory, hee 
ied withrthe Gentiles, and they enuying their hap- 
ines, of barren in all goodnes, became fruitefull in true 
olines. 

The fixt figure was Manaſles and Fphraim, the two 
ſonnes of Ioſeph, Manaſſes was the eldeſt,and Ephraim 
was theyobge . Both of them Ioſeph having broughe 
to Tacob his Father, that hee might bleſle them, he tooke 
Manaſſes and put him towards Jacobs right hand, that 
he might bleſſe him firſt and more plentitully , and hee 
tooke Ephraim and put him towards Iacobs left hand. 
But Iacob ſtretched out his right hand and laide it vpon 
Ephraims head, which was the younger, & his left hand 
ypon Manaſes, direfting his handsſo of purpoſe, for 
Manaſses was the elder of them. Thus the Lord bleſſed 
vs when there wasno hope left for vs. 


of the Song of Simeon, | 


The ſcaucnth figure was Rahab a harlot in Tericho, rg@u,z; 


who was a Gentile, yet her hart was touched fo, that ſhe 

receiued and entertained the ſpies that Iſrael ſentandin 

the time of danger hid them, that they ſhouldtake no 

harine: ſignifying thereby that the Gentiles ſhould re- 

ceiue and imbrace the true Iſraclites and meſſengers of 
the Goſpel, Ong them as ſafely, and defend them 

as gently as did the ſpies of Iſrael. 

k 


The eyg was Ruth a Moabite: of her Chrif? 
WY lonbi ker, yay mn itormay oy ſhew Rs 


thathee came notonely of the /ewes and for the /ewes, 
but alſo of and for the Gentiles, which were the loſt 
ſheepe, vnhoped for , becing ſtrangers from the coue- 


naune, 4." 
 Theninth was Sampſon, who beeing a 7evve 1 ; 
woulde neodes mane wit 3 Gant , Gypitying chat "RO 


Plalm,45, 


2,Reg.s, 


Glath,1, 


| PP 
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Chri# Teas would alſo marry with the Gentiles, as hee 


did with the /cwes. 

The tenth figure was Salomon,who married Pharaos 
daughter which was an Egyptian and Gentile, ſignify- 
iog thereby that Chriſt would take him a ſpouſe among 
the Gentiles to marry with himſelfe, as Dauid in the 
Pſalmes declareth. - | 

The cleuenth figure was Naaman the Syrian , whoſe 
leprofic is turned vpon Gehezie, the leprofic of an hea- 
then andignorant man turned vpon an liraclite, & one 
that had the knowledge of God, becing the ſeruaunt of 
a Prophet : ſignifying that our leproſie. of ſinne & 'S- 
noranct, ſhould be turned from vs vpon the /ewes, who 
had che knowledge of the lawe of God, bur eſteemed it 
not, but were vnthankfull forit. Many like examples 
there are in the newe Teſtament. For like as the Cheru- 
bins, though ſeuered in ſunder, yet looked one towards 
another, and both vppon the mercie ſcate: ſo the olde 
Teſtament and the newe looke one towards another, & 
yet poynt at oneand the ſame thing, 

The firſt typeor figurein the newe Teſtament , was 
the Wiſe men, which were the firſt fruites of the Gen+ 
tiles, and came from the Eaſt, becing guided by a ſtarre: 
higniffing that by the guiding of the wordand ſpirit of 

od, the Gentiles ſhoylde come from all the places of 
the world toimbrace Chritt jw wich ton fo {48-2 
The ſecond typeor figure was Chrilt his goipg into 
Egypt, ſignifying thereby, that he ſhould goc from the 
__ y lc drnwret c Fg of ow. nun bim 
through vnbelecfe. abundange of wickednes, ang want 
of Ay bal "Au ſo wee lce KA: nothing 40 drive away 
Chriſt but ſinne. | fo 
The third paws Coeil whipping the Jewes out of 

ing thereby that the Jewes ſhould be 
This 


lorcaſtout oftheſpirituall Temple, and the 
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of the Song of Simeon, 
ynto vs, fo whom the Lorde ſo wonderfully hath made 
his ighe to ſhine. 

The fourth figure is the parable of the vineyard,which y4,y, ., .. 
wastaken from them that poſleſſed it, & giuen to them ; 
that ſhould bring forth the fruits thereof, & yeelde bet- 
ter increaſe vnto the Lord o.'the vinevard. 

The fift figure was the parable of the two ſonnes that 1, .. 
were bidden to goe and workein their fathers vineyard, *' * 
of whom rhe Giſh Gid,he would,and did not: the ſecond 
ſaid, he would not, and did repent, & went to labour in 
the vineyard: the firſt ſignified the ewes which made 
many vowes, with ſuch a ſhewe of godlines which was 
but hypocrifie,wh6 the Lord reiefted & caſt off, & ſaid 
that the publicans & ſinners ſhould ſtand in iudgemene 
to condemne the greateſt of them. 

The ſixt figure, was the feaſt that the Lord madevnto ,, , | _ 
the diſobedient gueſts whom the Lorde inuited to his _ 
banket, which was onely ordained for them , and who 
promiſed to come vnto it, and yet refuſed & would noe 
come, but alledged ſlight excuſes taken from their loue 
ofcarthly & tranſitory things aboue God. Therfore the 
Lorde ſent into the high wayes to call and compel! the 
Gentiles to come, which came, though ſome left theyr 
wedding garments behind them. 

The ſcuenth type or fi was the viſion of Peter in AQts,1o; 
Toppa, when he was on the top of the houſe, where hee , 
awe the veſſel come downe that hadin it all manner of 
foure-footed beaſts of the earth, and wilde beaſts, and 
fowles of the ayre, and creeping thinges, where alſo the 
voice ſaid vnto him, Ariſe Peter,hill && cate : wherein the 
Lord ſhewed vato him, that hee ſhould count no man 
vneleane, although the Gentiles then were counted vn- 
cleane,as were the vncleane beaſts ſet downe in the lawe 
of God, | do Peter was —_ _— — 
houſe, he ſaid, Of « tr#th I perceine that G noreſpeFt c ..: 
of per ſons, but i ener nation = that feareth God, me —_ 
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keth righteowſnes, is of bim. 

Many other of our calling, as the ſtrayed 
ſheepe, theloſt e, the prodigall ſonne, and Chriſt 
eating with pu icans and ſinners, which when weread 
we ſhould caſt our figure and ſay, of whom is this ſpo- 
ken? ofthe Gentiles ? then is it of mee, for I am a Gen- 
tile. But am I conucrted ?if I be not,then haue I not ful- 
filled this ie: therefore let vs ſtrive to doe well, 
and to mortifie and ſubdue finne which dwelleth in our 
mortall bodies, for none but the valiant can enter into 
the kingdome of heaven. 

Now all theſe prophecies are fulfilled , the blinde ſee, 
the lame goe, the dumbe ſpeake, the deafe heare, the 
maimed worke, the dead are quickened, the leapersare 
cleanſed, and the poore recciue the Golpell. Therefore 
who will deſpaire and ſay, light is not revealed vnto me, 
when ac he Gothieto bereveated vnto whole Nations ? 
Ando ſolemne is our calling, as that in ſo many places 
of the Scripture it is fore-told,wherby we ſee how deer- 
lie the Lord tendreth our ſaluation, like as a kind ſpouſe 
which was longed for, while ſhe wasina ſtrangecoun- 
trie: for Chriſt longed for the Gentiles, till they came 
home againe vnto him. Therefore let vsnowe conſider 
what he giueth vs, namely, righteouſnes and ſalvation : 
firſt righteouſnes, then 10n : firſt repentance, and 
then forgiuenes of finnes, the ſfunne of the Golpell.leaft 
we ſhould ſee heaven in hell, and light in darknefle, and 
ioy in anguiſhes.Let vs not cotemne our light, a gawe 


'  careleſſe ofit: let vs not build with one hand, and ouer- 


he 


throw with the other by prophanenes, like thoſe men 
which while they furfetted at theyr Tables, 
did call vpon G O D for healch.. Chriſt is not received 


with theleft hand : if the Father —_—_—_— doe ce 
the ſonne ſtretch forth his left hand, hee will withdrawe 
his gift from him. I ſay let vs noecontemne our light as 
ewes comemned cheyr gloria 


Fox 


of the Song of Simeon. 


For whatis light to him that will ſhut his eyes againſt 

it > What is this light? It is ſuch a glorious light, & ſuch 
& Kings haue 

earneſtly deſired to ſee, and Princes haue laide downe 
their crownes to reueale it. Let vs embrace this light, let 
vstake and put on the wedding garment,and goe to the 
_ inut- 


an excelent reuelation, that great & mighty 


banquet, vnto which a thouſand meſſengers 


Math. rg, 


ted vs,and alledge none excuſes: ſay not, / have married 11,1, .., 


awife, 1 bawe bought Oxen, [poe ta ſee 4 Farme, c. and 


therefore I cannot come, neyther will I come . Well doe 
ſo, if that ye will needes: but remember that thou waſt 
invited, and therefore the bleſſing ſhall be giuen to ano- 


ther : and Eſau ſhall weepe for the bleſſing, bue ſhall Heb, 12; 


not haue it, 

But giue me a reaſon, I pray thee, why thou wile be 
called the ſeruant of God, which doeſt not ſerue him, 
or the child of God, which doeſt not loue him, or the 
diſciple of Chriſt,which doeſt not learne of him: yet his 
raine falleth vpon all, the iuſt and vniuſt, and he giueth 
thee all things for nothing: the ſunne doth give his lighe 
for nothing, the deaw doch give his moilfure for no- 
thing,the rivers doe giue their waters for nothing,& the 
earth doth giue her fruit for nothing, 

What ſhall wee doe then when the ſunne ſhineth ? 
We muſt not doe as we doe in the darke, for then men 
oughtto betake them to their labour. Learne of the (a- 
+ uage beaſts, who as ſoone as theday ſpringes , betake 
them to their trauaile, & cuery bird welcommeth it with 
many a ſiveet ſong. Chriſt is lighe, & this light is come : 
therefore he that ſeeth not nowis blind. Are not they 
then blind which yet ſee not that prayer for the dead is 
vaine,needelefſc,and bootleſſe ? But thick darknes muſt 
haue a mighty light to chaſe it away . So that he which 

to roote out ſome error or ition,at the 


ſhall have much adoe, for cuſtome and natural 
corruption are the —C and ſhall crie 
; 


azainlt 


Rom, 13, 
Ephe. fo 


1,Sam, 5. 
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againſt her in the maintenance thereof: and withflan- 
ders of reformation ſhall ſay, great is Diana of Epheſus, 
and fo for along time they ſeeme to waſh the Euhio- 
pian or the blacke Moore, the more they walh him, the 
more they gall him, and yet he isan Achiopian ſtill,but 
in the end the Ark ſtandeth,and Dagon falleth downe, 
and truth triumpheth ouer falſhood, having got the vic» 
tory, and light chaſeth away darknes with the brightnes 
thereof. Why then dath this darknes continue amongſt 
vs (hill > To him that asketh what Scripture haue you a- 
gainſt it ? it is ſufficient to aunſwer, what Scripture have 
you for it 2 For if the word commaundit not, God re- 
iceth it, and will fay, who hath required theſe things at 
your hands ? But what is this, for euery idle word you 
muſt giue account, as our Saviour Tefus Chriſt fayth, 
Math. 12. And whatſocuer is not of faith is ſinne.Rom. 
14-23. They aske, what, ſhall we not ſay God be with 
them. Why ſhould you 2 Why (fay they) muſt we fay 
nothing ? What if thou doe not ? What ſayeſt thou, 
When thou mentionelt the death of thy firſt fathers, A- 
dam, Seth, Enos, Enoch, Noah 2 Doeſt thou lefle loue 
theſe, not praying for them, then thou doeſt them for 
whom thou ſayeſt, God be with them ? &c. 

But thou haſt ſpeeches enough to vſe, if thou wile 
needs ſay ſomewhat, and leaue ſuch ſuperſtitious & of- 
fenſfiue ſentences : if he be a good man, thou maiſt ſay, 
the Lord be thanked for his deliuerance,or the like : but 
if he be not, then thou maiſt ſay, God graunt wee may 
doe better then he hath done, & that by his fall we may 
learneto riſe from finne, or ſome ſuch thing : whatſo- 
euer he be, thou mayeſt fay as Dauid ſaide of his child, 
giuing areaſon why he would not pray for him anylon- 
ger being dead : Can1 call him back againe ? I ſhal goe 
to him, but hee ſhall not returne to me: or any other 
wordes, ſo they be wiſe,” and therefore not againſt the 
word. What then is to be done? As Iacobſaideto his 
WLUES 


of the Song of Simeon. 
wiues and childrenz Giue me your idols that I may bury 
them : ſo ſay I vnto you, giue me your ſuperſtitions that 
I may bury then, that they may remaine with you,orin 
you no longer, to the diſhonour of God, offending of 
your weake brethren, or to my griefe. For I am 1calous 
oueryou, and becauſe you are mine and I am yours, 0 
that my voyce were as the whirle-wind,to beate downe, 
roote out, & blow away all your ſuperſtitions, that they 
may no longer raigne among you : or rather, 6 that 
Chriſt which is our hehe were come into vs all, and ſhi- 
ned ſo bright, that we were aſhamed of all our darknes : 
of all, not of mind onely, but of will alſo, and of works, 
that weno longer would walke in darknes,for few haue 
the will to walke according to the word, eyther in dark- 
nes or light: we can ſceto finne in the darke as well as 
inthe light, & doe rather, becauſe the light diſcoucreth 
both the harlot and the theefe, ſo they are afraid of che 
light, but aſſured be we,where light is noe, Chriſt is not : 


for Chriſt is light; and let none be afraide to ſeeke this lohn, r, 


hghe, which is ſo good, ſo excellent, & ſo profitable for 
vs. Forit doth not onely deſcry it ſelfe, but all other 
things round aboutit. Therfore if thou haue this light, 
thy faith, thy feare, thy loue will ſhew it ſelfe, and good 
things cannot now hide themſelues, for he that is Fohe, 
doth delight to pleaſe Godin the light. Ie is no mer- 
vuaile thougl1 a man ſtumble in the darke, but he which 
ſtumbleth in thelight is not very ſtrong, becauſe he ſeeth 
his way before him. Once we ſtumbled at cuery ſtraw 
when we walked in darknes, for then wrath had afall, 
pride had a fall, luſt had a fall, drunkennes had a fall,pe- 
nury had a fall, ignorance had afall : or if you wil-pride 
roſe and wefell; laſt roſe, and wefell. &c. 

Were Egipt aslight as Goſhen, we ſhould haue ido- 
laters as ioyfull as true worſhippers,but there is palpable 
darknes, tedious, fearefull, and of long continuancein 
Epipe, cleare light only in ; _ : therfore fic Egipts 
\ = i 
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but if thou hiue in Egipe,that is,walk in darknes,or com- 
wit wickednes, though thou ſinne in the dark, the light 
will bewray thee, & thy conſcience will accuſe thee,and 
condemnetheeforit . Therefore now giue oucr dark- 
nes, andarme thee with light, for our life ſhineth like 
the light, therefore now we ſhould be Li{rael, for Iſracl 
is reuolted. | 

But many ſcrowles may be written of our ſinnes, and 
thus the Gentiles are as Gentiles ſtill. He that beleeueth 
not the word, is an Infidell : he that belecucth not God, 
is an Athieſt: he that worſhippeth any thing more then 
God, isan idolater; euery mans conſcience ſhall con- 
demne himſclfe. Yet men will leaue godlines for riches, 
but they will not leaue their riches for godlines. What 
madnes ? Yea the Iewes neuer ferued God at any time 
with ſuch deuotion as many doe now their gold & their 
riches: 0intollerable wickednes | For many there are 
which could be content neuer to die, but live cucr heere 
with their riches and pleaſures. 

Andis not the godly more deſpited for his godlines, 
then the wicked for his wickednes ? 

Are not the members of Chriſt more hated,& worſe 
entertained by vs then the limbs of fathan ? So deerely 
doth cuery one louc ſinne, & drawes ſinne vpon finne, 
till there be a chaine of many links and monſters there» 
in drawn moſt lothſome. And though we of our ſelues 
runne {ſwiftly to hell, yet the moſt drive vs to make vs 
hie faſter : they come vnto vs & ſay, your fathers loued 
vs well, and ſaid vnto vs, if you will be faire, you ſhall be 
wiſe,if you wil be drunk, you ſhal be rich, &c. Yea every 
ene pointeth, and ſheweth vs the way which leadeth to 
deſtrution: and how few are the number of the which 
fhew vs tlie way of vertue and godlines ? 

And thus we are euen as forward as thoſe Tews which 
firiue who ſhall come into hell firſt . Who did cuer 
thanke God that be yas not borne an hundred yecres 
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agoe, when ignorance ſpread over all, and all Egipt was 
ſmitten with darknes? or that the Lord hath not left him 
to himſelfe to become an Athieſt, or an Fpicure, which 
lives without God in the worlde ? Wee haucall Gods 
g fts offered vs,but we haue refuſed the. Chriſt brought 
1Sht, but we had rather he had brought darknes, for we 
loue darknes more then light . The Angels, the hea- 
uens, the word, the ſpirit, are light, and we which fee it 
are darknes, for we cannot abide light, but are like an 
Owle which flicth out of a bare field from the light of 
the day, ſuch a death is day vntovs. Faith is flowne a- 
way, truth is become a pilgrime, and euery (tring is out 
of tune. Hee which ſhould weepe and be ſorrowfull, 
laughs: and truth is brought to the ground, yea poore 
truth is enen perſecuted to the death: but finners are 
ſtubble, and their ſentence is, Burne them. 

How fine would be the way of vertuc, if you would 
pare away the rubs that are init, if you would take away 
all occaſions of ſinne, and gue it gall to cate, and when 
you haue done ſo,ſcta crowne of thornes vpon the head 
thereof, and when you haue thus crowned it, make it 
carry the croſſe,and when it hath carried the croſle,con- 
demne it, and when you have condemned it, put it to 
death, and when ye haueputitto death, bury it: and 
when you haue buricdit, role a great ſtone vppon the 
head of it, and ſet watchmen to keepe it, eucn faſting 

and prayer, that it may neuer ariſe againe to raigne 

any more; the which the Lord for his 
mercy ſake graunt. 
Amen. 
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THE CALLING OF 
IONAH. 
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Jonah. 1. 1. 2. 
1 The word of the Lord came to [onah the ſonne of «A 
mittas, ſaying : 
2 eAfriſe, and goe to Ninizie that great Citty, and crie a= 
£ainft it, for their wickednes is come vp before me. 


Ou haue heard the ſweet ſong of olde 
father Simeon, like the pleaſant ſong of 
a {weete bird before her death, ſettin 
{ foorth the ioy of the righteous vohich 
embrace Chriſt Teſus . Before Chriſt 
nm leſus vouchſafed ro come vnto vs, we 
would not come vnto him , but in all our doings wee 
wrought our condemnation, and through the innume- 
rable heapes of our iniquities, laboured to drive him 
without all hope of mercy from vs. So we continued 
like flies, which flutter about the candle till they have 
conſumed themſelues. When we had done as much as 
in vs lay to driue him away from vs, then he ſaucd vs, 
and recompenced good for euill vnto vs. So thatif God 
had loucd vs no better then wee loued our ſclues, wee 

* might haue perriſhed in our ſinne, and our bloode 
ſhould haue beene vpon our owne heads. If Chriſt be 
the light of the Gentiles, let vs embrace him, andeuery 
one walke as becammeth the children of light : but ma- 
nie doe ſhut their eyes againſt it, leaſt they ſhould ſee, 
and not onely many ſmother their owne light, but the 


Sunne faith ynto the Moone, ſhine not,and ——_—_ 


The calling of Ionah. 


ſaith vnto the ſtarres, benot bright. And many haue 
ſinothered their I1ght ſo long, that the dampe hath pue 
out the candle, and thus they labour to bring the dark 
neſle of Egipt vpon Goſhen: fo that theyr eyes haue 
forgotten to ſee, and ſo many goe out of the way be- 
cauſe they would not look vpon the candle, and the dc- 
uill giueth co eucry one that which he wiſheth, ſo it may 
be for his hurt . But who cari but pitty, that with the 
ſame Manna which commeth from heauen and feedeth 
many to life cuerlaſting,ſo many are poyſoned and find 
in it nothing but the ſauour of eternall death ? 

The lewes had no cauſe to enuie our light, for hee 
gaue them glory : he was e, and yet he gaue them 
riches : he was counted baſe, and yet he made them ho- 
nourable,he was contemned, and yet he made them be- 
loued : they were full of darknes, and he brouglt them 
light, but chey contemned this lighe, and ſo procured 
their owne condemnation . And therefore nowe it is 
' cometopaſlle, that they are become vagabonds vpon 
theearth, and moſt contemned of all other Nations,and 
euery people haue a dwelling, whereas ſince they pro- 
phecicd caill vnto themſclues, ſaying, his blood be ypon 
vsand our children, goodnes hath put on the face of 
baſhfulnes amongſt chem. 

If thou embrace Chrilt as Simeon did, then Chrift is 
thy glory, but if thy plory conſiſt in beauty which fa- 
deth; in gay cloath which vveareth, in vvealth which 
vvaſteth, or in golde vvhich ruſtetb, then Chriſt is not 
thy glory. 

Wee haue gone long with an olde man, and nowe 
we haueloſt him, but weare loth to part with him, he is 
ſuch a good companion, neuertheleſle we hope to find 
him againe in Jonah. 

We haue gone but ſlowly with him, as with an olde 
man that is not very ſwift of foot, but now we muſt run 
with /onah as with a Poſt, leaſt Niniuic be — 


- 


The calling of Tonah, 
The prophecie of [onah. 

I nexde not to ſhew the authority of Prophets : but 
concerning their ſorts & diffefence, there are three ſorts 
of Prophets . The firſt were ſuch as called vpon che 
name of the Lord in prayer for the people, & receaued 
an aunſwere from the Lord in the peoples behalfe, of 
which fort was Samuel, & theſe were called Secrs. A ſe- 
cond fort of Prophets were ſuch as God raiſed to ex- 
-pound the law & declare the will of God vnto the peo- 
ple, when the Prieſt and ſuch as ſhould doe ſo, were 
ſlackein their callings, of which ſort was Eſay, leremie, 
Ezechiell, Danicll, Hoſea, Iocl, Amos, Obadiah, & the 
reſt of the holy Prophets . A third fort were ſuch as 
haue beene ſince Chriſt, working ſuch like effes, of 
which ſort was the Prophet Agabus, of whom mention 
is made in the 11. ofthe Ads, and 28. verſe. 

Now in the ſecond fort of theſe, was [onah,whe God 
ſent to declare his will to his people,vnto whom alſo the 
Lord did reucale the ſubucrlion of kingdoms,the ouer- 
throw of Tribes, the captiuity of Nations,the calamitics 

that were to come vnto the ſannes of men for iniquity 
and rebellion againſt God. 

As all wiſe men werenot borne at once,nor ſued to- 
gether : ſo theſe holy Prophets have not bin at once, but 
were raiſed vp by the Lord God ſome here,ſoine there, 
according to his pleaſure,and as he ſaw the people land 
inneed of the by reaſon of the corruption of the times. 

And furthermore, the Lord hath not at any time re- 
nealed vnto one of theſe, all things that might be reuea- 
led, but as much as was ſufhcient for them every one in 
their times and places. Neither hath any of them told as 
much of the will of God as might be declared, nor fully 
expounded his lawes : but the Patriarks left ſome to the 
Prophets, & theProphets left ſome to the Apoſtles, bue 
they haue left none for vs,bue they haue all ſet open the 
whole will of God vato vs, and cuery Prophet nowe 

| bringeth 
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bringeth onely gold, mirrhe ang frankenſence, like the 
wiſe men which came to ſee our Lord. 

. There are three things which moued me to take thys 
ſtorie in hand aboue all others. Firſt becauſe you know 
the ſtorie, and therefore can the better conceiue of the 
matter, as I goe forward with it. Secondly, becauſe it is 
briefe, and containe a great deale in a little. Third- 
ly, becauſe it is moſt agreeable for the time and ſtate of 
this ſinful age wherein we liue, and therefore moſt con- 
uenient for vs. Itis manifeſt that /onah liuedin a verie 
troubleſome time, namely, in the time of Icroboam the 
ſonne of Toaſh King of Ifracl, a wicked King, though 
not hee that is called the Ieroboam that Ifraell to 
finne. For of this ſecond leroboam, in whoſe time hee 
| prophecied, it is written. 2. Kings, 14. 24. hee departed 
not from any of the ſinnes of Ieroboam that made Ifracl 
to finne, which c6mendeth the holines of 7onah, in that 
he in the midſt of the corruptions where-withall the 
people were ouer-flowne, was viicorrupted & vnſpot- 
ted, and called to bee a Prophet among the people of 
God.For he had prophecied in Iſrael before he was ſent 
to Niniuie, as the wordalſo doth argue, which layeth o- 
| and magnifieth the great love of G O D, in that he 


ent a Prophet to admoniſh this vngodly people, when , Reg,r4, 


25 he ſhould haue ſent a thunderbolt to terrific them, or 
rather vtterly to deſtroy them : ſo that there mercy ſtepe 
before iudgement. 

His name was /on«h, which ſignifieth a Doue, which 
admoniſheth vs, that as wee labour to be as wiſe as Ser- 
pents, ſo we ſhould alſo defire that we might be as ſim- 
_ Doues. His fathers name was eFmittei, which 
I truth. I would that truth were cuery Preachers 


There are two ſpeciall thinges contained in this hi- 
8D) Ry 2 Tas ſhewed to 


ahree (orts of men; the Niniuites, /on«b, and the Mari- 
nerss 


25, 


Zs 
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ners. In reſpe& of the Niniuits, that hee ſent a Prophet 
to Nimnuie, a citticof the Gentiles, which were Stran- 
ers from the couenant, from the promiſe , & ſtrangers 
mthe common wealth of Iſrael, and conuerted 
by his preaching, and ſo ſpared them now. 

In regard of /onah, that being , for his diſobedience in 
flying to Tarſhiſh, whe he was ſent to Ninivie, throwne 
into theſea, he prepareda great Whale to ſwallow him, 
and in his belly, cuen in the bottome of the Sea, where 


. there was no —_ of life for him, preſerued him,and af- 


ter three dayes delivered him thence ſafe, and then caſt 
him not off, _ __ _ _ calling, & wrought 

werfully by him, in the ſhyppe, conuerting the 
rytevracns & rm and in Niniuic, humbling the king 
and the whole citty. - 

Andlaſtly, when hee had moſt vnwoorthily doublie 
murmured and juſtified himſclfe againſt God, hee con- 
tented himſelfe with —_ and milde reproofe of him, 
In conſideration of the Mariners, that having been ido- 
laters all their lwies, and now in danger,giuing the honor 
of God to their own fancies, God yet conuertcth them, 
fo that they called ypon him, and ſacrificed, and made 
vowes vnto the true God, and by his mighty power, ha- 


' uing the windeand ſeas calmed, were then and for cuer 


fauecd. | 
The ſecond thing is Joneb fall, and rifing againe. His 
fall, firſt ſinning, both flying from God,& murmuring, 
andtherein —_— hiniſelfe: ſecondly, ſuſtaining his 
puniſhment, manifold andlong feares , caſting into the 
ſea, and continuing in the Whales bellic three dayes, & 
afterward his reproofe and 'conuiftion. His riſing, firſt 
repentingin the ſhyp, in the belly ofthe Whale, & be- 
ing aff, out of it. Then alſo faithfully diſcharging. his 
dutie, crying againſt Niniuic couragiouſly. | 
We haue ſeene /onah a far off, if we would wee might 
ſce him neerer. He that receiucth a prophet necate 
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ofa prophet, ſhal receiue a prophees reward. Therfore 
let vs prepare our eares to heare, and recciue the worde 
of God peached by his Miniſters, andlet vs thinke that 
7 onah is come againeto our houſes topreach,& whether 
1 be 40.daics,or 40.weekg,or 40. yeres,they that live like 
Sodome, ſhall be puniſhed like Sodome. Bur as our Sa- 


uiour ſayd to his Diſciples; Pray that your flight be not in Mat, 24,27, 


the Winter, nor on the Sabboth : {o-fay I vnto you, pray 
that the Lords comming be not on the weeke dayes, for 
if he come then, how ſhould he finde you ? Therefore I 
pray you learne at leaſt now, and giue good care, that 
you may heare ſufficient for all the weeke. 


The word of the Lord came to Jonah the ſore of «Amit- 
146, ſaying : g Ariſe and goe to Nine, &c. 

Heercin I oblerue, that Jonah went not before he was 
ſent : for going to preach vnto the Gentiles, it was need- 
ful that hee ſhould have a ſpeciall calling & commiſſion 
from the Lord himſelfe : for it was vnmecte to caſt the 
childrens bread vnto the dogges, vnleſle he had a ſpeci- 
all commaundement from God ſo to doe. 

None ought totake vppon him the funCtion of prea- 
ching in the Church, vnleſle they have theyr warrant or 


authoritie from God, as Aaron had. Andalthough they Hebr,5,4; 
cr as 


haue not.theyr authoritic in that forme and mann 
Toneh had his, (namely) as it were by word of mouth, e- 
uen from God himſelfe, a£ri/e and oe to Nininie : yet 
they mult haue their waxrant from him, clſe their calling 
is valawfull. . 

But nowe heere is another authoritie crept into the 
Church, chag, makesſ9.many Idols, which haue eyes and 
ſee yot, tongues and ſpeake not, cares and heare nor, & 
thatisthis,, when: one ſtalleth, vp another into Moſes 
 chayre, not hauiog Moſesrodde, nor Moſes ſpirit. Bue 
thys gall wilt not hiold ſpurring. Further I ns cul that 
.asthe.wordof the Lords came to /onah : lo the wonder 

| c 


wig” © 


” 


The calling "_ 


the Pope cameto his prieſls, efuits and Seminaries,but 
fo and in ſuch ſort many times , that they are drawne to 
Tiburne while maſses areſfayd for them at Rome. 

The word of the Lord came vn:o Jonah.c5c. 

That which came vnto him was not alwaics with him, 
but ſoit was, that when the word of the Lord came vn- 
to any of the prophets, then 57 Ong well furniſhed 
with abilitie to teach, to preach, to reproue, or to com 
parondmune tw de would have ſo handled. 
As by example: Nathan the ae bidde Dauid the 
; Kingchar he hoald build a le, 2. Sam;7.and r. 

_— Chron. 17. And alittle after "a came and bid him that 
1,0: 17» te ſhould not build it. Where we ſee, that when hee bid 

him build it, then the Spirit ofthe Lord came not vnto 
him to bid himſo to doe. And therefore the ſpirit of 
God came vnto him the very ſame night, and bidde him 
that he ſhould goe to- David, & bid him that he ſhou'd 
not build it. For this is euident, that as God himſelfe is 
conſtant, ſo his ſpi irie and his worde are conſtant, and 

therefore never —_ _-_ one _ — 
| A thepro liſha-faide, 2 4. that the 
2,King.4, ring han 5. grieved, but the Lordeh had hid ic 
_ fromhim, and had not as then declared che ſame vnto 
him: which dooth note vnto vs, that the fame worde 
whereby the Lord hath, and dooth reneale maruelloys 
things vnto his Prophets, was not nowe vpon him, ney- 
theris alwayes vpon any prophet, but according to the 
will of God it comes vnto them , to reueale vnto them 
what he would haue them to doe, and when it predieck 

him. | 

Dan,zo, Allo Danictf5id, ht the Lord did not reviade the 
dreame vnto him, for atty that hee had 
more thenany living, but and? foe the Kings fake, and 
for the poore people of G of Gods fake : arid fo you muſt 
thinke of vs that are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, that 
theLord doth notrairalc his wil vntovs, for any poo 
ine 
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_ Yomor'worthines that is in vs,more then other men,but 
for your ſakes, & that we might reueale jt to you. Ther 


fore heare vs cuen for this cauſe, becauſe the Lord hath 


reucaled vntovs theſe thinges for your ſakes and good. 


From the calling we comets the charge. 
eAriſe and goe to Nininie that great. (Fe. 

God commethand finderh vs all aſſeepe , then hee 
bids vs ariſe, for they are not fit toconuert others, which 
are not yet converted themſclnes, actording to that ſay- 
ing of Chriſtto Peter : When thow'#tt c6uerted,ſtreng- 
then thy brethren, teaching them by your experience. 

Now adayes men take vpon them to reproue others 
for committing ſuch thinges as themſelues have praQti- 
ſcd, and doe praftiſe without amendement, notwith- 
ſtanding theyr diligencein teaching others their dutic : 
they can teach all the doftrine of Chriſt fauing three il- 
lables, chat is, Follow mee. Therefore theſe are like ſome 
* Taylers,whichare very bufic in decking and tricking vp 

of others, bur goe both bare and beggerly themlelac. 
Yet they will not lee vs plucke out the moate that is in 
theyr eyes, vntill we hauc plucked out the beame which 
is in our owne eyes. . 
Goe to Nine. 

Niniuie was the greateſt and the auncienteſt Cittie 
inthelandof Aſlyria, & the name of it _—_ Beane 
rifell, which name was gjuenit rather for the greatneſle 
-  sndbeautie thereof, then for the name of Aſhur, which* 

was the builder.and firſt founder thereof, as we reade ir 


Luke,22,ze 


* 


the booke of Geneſis. It had a faire name , but foule Gene, ro,rz 


deedes, like this Citty. _ 
Goe to Nine, 0 
God woulde not ao peg to bee vntaughe, 
' therefore he hath written his Namein great letters eaſie 
to be read of all. The heavens declare the glory of God, 


& the firmament ſheweth the worke of his hands. They py, ;9,r; 


haue no ſpeech nor language, jm them is theyr 


voice 


23 3» 
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voice heard . Theyr line is forth through all the 
carth, and their wordes into - 6xh4's of the worlg . In 
them is manifeſt for all what may bee knowne of God. 

Rom,r, For his eternall-power and God-head are ſeene by the 

19,20, Creationof the world : but eſpecially hee teacheth ſom 
by his word alſo, Therefore he ſent vnto the old worl 

Gene,6, Noah, Lot to Sodome, Moſes to 1ſraell, and here /onah 

' Gene,19, to Niniuie. But when Paule with Silas and Timothie. 


Ats,16,5, had Phrygia.& the region of Galatia, 
| forhidder of ihe holy Ghoſt co proce | 
 wordin Aſia. Then camethey to Myſia, and ſought to 


goc into Bichynia , but the Spirit ſuffered them nok. 


Goe to None. : 

The ewes would not heare the word of Gog by 70. 

nb, and therefore the Lord ſent him to Ninivie. They, 

that grieue the ſpirit, quench the ſpirit. Then goes the 

pr from Samariato Niniuie. The word was in Sa- 

Revue, 24,5, Maria, it went thence to Niniuie: the Goſpell was at E- 

2,Co,:o, pheſus, itis comeinto England: it is gone out of the 

Ids Clary, bas it may depart from England againe. IF anie 
thinke that he ſt ; let him take heed leaſt he fall. 

But the prophet goes from Samaria to Niniuie , that 

was, both to ſhake off the duſt of his feete,to witneſle a- 

inſt them their abſtinacie and hardnes of hart: and 

a” to let them ſee that the wickedſt Gentiles were 

more righteous then they, in that they repented at the 

voyce of one prophet, yea and that with one Sermon: 

whereasthemſclues refuſed, and reliſted all the holy ard 

worthy prophets that God ſene vnto them . And third- 

ly it may be to ſignifie, that the ewes for their cotempt 

| andnegligence ſhould bee reiefted , and the Gentiles 

ſhould be receiued into the fauour of G O D, that they 

might be an holy and ſanQified people vato the Lordin 


hcyr ſtead, 
That 
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That great ("itty. 


(% 
Ninivie had one thouſand five hundred towers in it, tonak,4, 11, 


as ſomewrite, and one hundred and twenty thouſand 
letle children, as it isnoted inthe ende of this ſtorie. 
Therefore it may well be calleda great Citry : But the 
greater it was; the more vn it was. For as one man 
taketh ficknes of another : ſo one man is infefted by the 
wicked words and ill example of another, and fo taught 
to ſinne the more, till the meaſure of ſinne be full, 
e And cry againft it. Oc. 

Firſt God biddeth him, Ariſe and ſhake off all impe- 
diments,and then to goe and call them tothe battell,and- 
nowe hee bids him cry out againſt them , and ſo terrifie 
them. Euery Prophetis a cryer, as a where the 


Lord biddeth Efay to lift vp his voice like a Eue. "34%; 


ric Prophet muſt both be plaine and bold, & this many 
times maketh the poore ſeruaunes of God to ſpeak theyr 
minds as plaine and bolde as if they fate in iudgement. 


Iohn was a voyce, a voyce would notfſerue, hee was the Luke,3, 


voyceof a cryer, and yet he could not make all the croo- 
ked ſtraight, nor the rough plaine. 

And becauſe all the Preachers of the Goſpell ſhould 
cry, that is, preach zealouſly, in the ſecond of the As 
it is writtenz The holy Ghoſt came downe in fire and 
tongues : but this fire is | and the are ' 

ied vp, ſothat they that ſhould cry are ſtarke : 

but though they cannot ſpeake, they can ſee, they can 
ſce if a great benefice fall, though it be an hundred miles 
eE cn Phiad hafibore comeFhbs heape, then wee 
haue of our ſoules. | | 

If Preachers were not deafe, they needed notto cry 
one to another, but ſuch is the dumbneſle of Preachers 
and the deafeneſſe of all ſort of hearers, that there is great 
flownes of followers , ſo that thereis but little good 
done, | 4 SURAT: 4 ” 

2, 


Math,26, 
70,72,74, 
Prou,z8,9, 


Len,19,17 
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If ye were not deafe, we neede not to cry, but becauſe 
yee be dull of hearing, therefore wee cry with mouth, 
with hart,with hand,with foote, and withall the powets 
of our bodies vnto you, and yet howe little doe you re- 
gardit? Butarenotye commaunded to heare as wel as 
we to cry ? Yetthe Cocke croweth when men are faſt a 
ſleepe, yea the Cocke croweth, and. ſtill Peter denieth 
his Maiſter. - * | | 

Before you cry vnto the Lord, heare what the worde 
crycth vnto you, and letnot your works cry for yenge- 
ance while your tongues cry for mercy. | 

When men heare the Preacher ſpeake againſt pride, 
hypocriie,couctouſnes,or any other fin,then they BD 
one vppon another , as though it belonged not ynto 
them: but who can ſay his hart is cleane ? 

end cry again#t it. 

Our ſinnes buffet God on every lide,as the Tewes buf 
feted Chriſt,fieſt on the right fide, then on the left ſide, 
and neuer leave till they have prouoked him to cry a- 

ainſt vs, When God cryes, then we ſhould weepe,c6- 

idering wherefore hee cryes: for there is nothing that 
can prouoke the Lord to cry but fin, and that hee ener 
cfyeth againſt. Doe what you will ,- and ſay what _u 
will, any the Lord will not be offended with you vnleſle 
you fin: butif you c6mit fin, he isiuſt, & therefore will 
ot leaue till he hath by crying laine either you,or finne 
that raignes in you. Foras an man ever purſucth 
that which hee hateth, vncil hee hath deſtroiedit: ſo the 
Lord croſleth and followeth vs with his indgements, 
yu hee hath ſlaine that which golt deadly hee hatcth, 

Reproofe is Fate 4.57 yet itisleaſt regar- 

ded, yea moſt abhorred: For now we thinke , if one re- 
vs,he bateth vs. But he Lord faith, Leuiticus.19, 
Thou ſhalt not bate thy brather in thyne bart, but ſhale 
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reproue him, and ſuffer him not to finne: noting there- 
by, thatif we flatter any in their ſinne,or ſee them ſinne, 
and not reproue them forit,it is a manifeſt ſigne that we 
doe it of hatred, how great loue and good will ſo cuer 
we pretend toward them: ſeeing the matter tends to the 
hurt of their ſoules, and the offence of God. 

Yea, if a Preacher reproue ſinne, he is thought to doe 
it of hatred,or of ſome particuler grudge: and to be too 
bulic, too bitter, too ſharpe, too rough, and therefore 
ſay, he ſhould preach Gods loue and mercy, for he is a 
Preacher of the Goſpel, he tells vs of and threatens with 
the law, and fo throwes vs downe too low : ſome to de- 
ſpaire, as though we preached the law onely, or chicfly, 
and not the Goſpell alſo continually, to them that loath 
and ſtriue again their ſinnes, though they linne gree- 
uouſly. Others, as though they were galled, will ſay,let 
him keep his text, or they will lay, he is beſide his book, 
as though no text in Scripture reproued ſinne, and ſo 
of all doftrines the dorime of reproofe and reprehen- 
fion of ſinneis moſt contemned, and leaſt eſteemed. 
But let a preacher preach darke miſterics, or prophane 
ſpeeches, or vnprofitable fables, or frivolous queſtions, 
or curious inuentions, or odd conceites, or braine-ſicke 
dreames, and any of theſe will be more welcome vnto 
them thea reprehenſion, which is moſt profitable and 
neceſlarieſt of all. Balaams Aſle never ſpake but once, 


and then he reproued. Thenif Balaams Aſſe reproued T— 


Balaam, howe much more ought Balaam to reprooue *** 
aſſes, or ſuch as will be no otherwiſe then beaſts in their 
behauiour ? But perſwadeyout (clues beloucd, which is 
moſt true, though we fpeake as if we were angry with 
you, and threaten asif we would hurt you, and cric a- 
inſt you as if we hated you, yet we loue you in the dee- * 
reſt blood we haue, and therefore though with perſe- 
cution we preach the lawe to leade you to the Goſpel, 
we preach mdgement, that you may finde mercy, wee 
E 3 preach 


Toh.16,12. 
Ioh 21,25, 


— out of divers places of the newe Teſtament, that they 


2.Tim.1,13 ought to be obſcrued. But lon+h hath not left it doubt- 


and 22, 


Ia40,6,7. 


' alſo asavi 
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each hell to bring you to heauenz whatſoeuer and 

wlocuer we preach, we doe all to fill your hearts with 
toy in belecuing, and hauing wade you fruitful in all 
good workes, preſent you withour ſpot, nay glorious : 
in moſt beautifull, tothe Lord of all grace 
and glory, Chriſt Icſus. 

Huherto we haue heard of [onah called, and charged 
to cry, but what ſhould he cry ? Indeede it is not expreſ- 
ſedin this place. But what then 2 Why then the Papiſts 
may fay that hee was charged to cry againſt them for 
pegeting their traditions, Aſſuredly they may with as 
great truth and as much probability, as they doe gather 


what he was to cry, for in the third chapter, verſe 2. 
the charge is repeated, and thus expreſſed : Goe and 
proclaime = it the proclamation which I ſpeake 
vnto thee. Hee was thento cry what G O D had com- 
maunded him . O that none would cry -but what God 
hath commaunded. 

But what did God commaund him to cry? even that 
which he afterward cried, Yet forty dayes, and Niniuig 
ſhal be ouerturned. Ouerturned ? yea auncient Niniwie, 
faire Niniuie, proude Ninivie muſt be deſtroyed. No 
man ſits ſo high, but deſtruQtion ſits aboue him, & will 
fall on all that prefiſt in their defetion.. Iuſtice would 
haue com again(! them, before it cried againſt them,bue 
God the moſt gracious would haue them cried againſt, 
that they might cry out woc and alas for their ſinnes, ſo 

reventing deſerued & threatned vengeance: for they 
hn the cry of God, cried out of themſclues, & that 
in great humbling to God: ſo God heard their cries and 


» tooke pitty on them. 


Iſaiah was commanded to cry,andhe cried : All fleſh 
Rell yea all the glory thereof like the flower of the 
ficld. The prlleniderabybc oe faded wben he 

wit 
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fpirit of Ichouah bloweth onit . Surely the peoples 

afſe. Ioha was commaunded in the ſpirit of Eliah to 
cry, and he cried, Prepare the way for Ichouah, make 


eucn in the Deſert a path for our God. And Jonah was \ 5-4 
commaunded co cry, and he cried : 7et forty dajer, and |, 
Nininie ſhell be ouerthrowne . And all the Preachers of ;, z. 


the Golpell are commaunded to crie , and that alone, 


not to ſþare, to lift yp theyr voyces like a trurpet : to iGy,8, 5, 


ſhew Gods people their defetions,and the houſe of Ia= 
cob their ſinnes. And then alſo, if they thereby be truly 
humbled, to proclaime vnto them, their iniquity is par= 
doned,they haue reccaued of the hand of Ichouah dou- 


ble for all theyr finnes . 7 « required of the dripofers of 
ods ſecretes , that they be found faythfall. And woe to _—_— 


m that loue the pleaſures of ſinne,more then the glo- 
ric of God. 
For their wichednes it come vp before me. 

For,&&e. We haue heard the charge it ſelfe giuen,hea- 
uie newes,that a moſt beautifull Cirtty,a molt rich Citey, 
a moſt populous Citty,and a moſt auncient Citty,muſt 
be ouerturned, and that within forty dayesz what is the 
"cauſe ? Their wickednes is come vp me: asifhe 
had aid, Ninivie hath followed her luſts, and forgotten 
— CERN GO notori - y de- 

iſed her Soueraigne, defied all well meaning, a 
Tat : and chis oc tothe iuſt ares 
barre ſhe is arraigned, and her accuſers ſtand crying at 
the barre for ſlice » Therefore ſhe may no longer be 
forborne, execution of juſtice muſt needs be done: lee 
her therefore prepare for death and that ſhe niay, Crie 
a14inft ber, yet forty dayes and Nininue ſhall be onerturned: 
Ss their wickednes 1s come vp before me. 

When God ſends criers vnto a people,it is a moſt ma- 
nifeſt figne that their wickednes is come vp before hun, 
which doth cauſe him thus to exclaime, thus to cry out 
agaalt them, DTT will not repent — 

4 
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Gods cryers continue crying amonglt them, the Lord 
of Hoaſlts will riſe vp in ariwes againlt chem, 
Their withednes, 
Will you ſee the Ninivites fins in a ſcrowle,that with. 
all you the daughters of Niniuie may ſee, that wealth & 
wickednes goe together, proſperity and ſecurity kiſle 


Nahum,z, each other ? Niniuie (ſaith Nahum) was like a poole of - 


8,9. waters, moſt populous, and full of all ſtore, which to 
encreaſc, it wholy was full of lying, deceite, and fraude, 
full of robbery, oppreſſion, and all violence, a bloodie 


3.1, andz, Citty : whereby it encreaſed in wealth, they flouriſhed 
11,'2- inhonourand glory, and therefore as Z iah hath 
Zepha.3o15 j, was a reioycing a rioting Citty,ſat ſecurely,& proudly 
contemned others, Gying, am,and none is belldes me. 
'Nabum,;3,4 Moreover, it was the miftres of witchcrafts, a moſt ido- 
latrous Citty, yea ſold people through her whoredoms, 
and nations through her witchcrafts, & made other ido- 
latrous like her ſelte, as 2 Kings, 16,10. 
T heir wickednes u come vp before me. 
Sinne mounts vp on high, like the tempter which led 
Chriſt vnto the top of the pinacle to beholdall the plea- 
ſuresof the world at once, and then becauſe weodnns 
. falne downe before the God of this world,and tempted 
the God of heaven, whether he beiuſt or no, therefore 
wrath ſpeakes out of the fire, Now thou haſt taken thy 
e,thou muſt take alſo thy — | 
A moſt heauy and greeuous thing it is, if you knew 
what you are doing heere, and what your finnes ate do- 
ing at the barre of Gods iuſt iudgement. For even now 
e you came hither, you were ſeruing the deuill in 
Enne,but now it is too Tate to ſpeake of it, and where are 
they now ? fleſh and blood could not ſtay them, nature 
could not ſtay them, pleaſures could not ſtay them, ri- 
ches could not ſlay them,nor they could not ſtay them- 
ſclues, but they are aſcended vp before the face of the 
etcrnall God, to ſtand at his barre & crie for vergeance 
to 
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"+ caltng of Tenab. 
to fall vpon vs, tor commuting fuch haynous linnes a» 
gaynſt the Mateltic of God. 

An arrowe 15 twitt, the Sunne is wifter, but linne is 
ſwifteſt of all: for in a moment it is committed on earth, 
it comes before God in heaucn,& is condemned to hell. 
For though Nimrod could not clime vp to heauen, his 
finnes flew vp to heauen: and though we ſtay below, 
our ſinnes aſcend high, like the tower of Nimrod, bue 
they fling vs downeto confuſion,and we becom Babell, 
For when we ſinne weare asthe (hel-fiſh which the Ea» 
gle taketh, and flieth into the ayre with,and thenletterh 
it fall ypon the rocks, and fo daſheth it in peeces, and 
then deuoures it. For the wrath of God taketh vs vp on 
high, and throweth vs downe low vpon the rockes of 
ſhame and contempt,and terrour of conſcience: and ſo 
_—_ cruſhed vs,and bruſed our very bones,conſumes 

vs with double death, the graue deuouring vs, hell ſa» 
lowing vs. 

Is come vp before me. 

To them which aske, how our ſinnes aſcend and flie 

afore God, I aunſwere, God heere ſpeakes vnto vs 

hr ods nn. cannot ſee a thing afore it 

be brought vnto them, euen where they are, and before 

them. So that heereby is ſignified God had ſcene their 
wickednes. 


We faſt as before him, wepray as before him, we giue 
almes as before him, and we doe euery good thing as 
before him, becauſe we doe it freely, and as it were, nat 
caring who looks vpen vs. Bue we finne as behind him, 
becauſe we hide and cloke our finnes,and commit them 
in ſecret, loath that men ſhould ſpie them : our conlci- 
encein ſach aftions accuſing vs,and inſtantly telling vs, 
ſappoſe that we finne behind him , becauſe wee ſinne 
beere below, ſaying with our ſcluesin the conſideration 
of our blinded hearts, as Eliphaz accuſcth —_ ” 

s 
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Tob,z2,12, ſaid: Tsnot God in the height of heauen? and ſe the 


highneſle of the ſtarres, how high are they ? Therefore 
how ſhould G O D know it? Should he be ableto ſee 
through the darke > The thicke cloudes are a couerin 

to him, chat hee may not ſee, and hee walketh vp an 

downe the round circle of the heauens. But then chiecf- 
lie we imagine that God beholds vs not,when men can- 
not ſee vs: as if God could not knowe, what man cane 


- not ſpie. But let vsnot deccaue our (clues, for GO D 


ſeeth not as man ſeeth. Man can ſee but onely outward 
thinges committed in ation, but God ſecth, and kno- 
weth, and ſcarcheth che ſecrets of the heart, yea the ſe- 
creteſt thoughts and imaginations of it. Againe, man 
can ſee but one thing at once, he cannot turne his righe 
eye one way, and left eye another : he cannot ſee e 
him and behind him with one looke: but God ſeeth all 
w_ at all times. Though we inne as cloſcly as wee 
can for feare of hatred,or ſhame of the world,or for any 
other reſpeR, yet God faith, your ſinne is come vp be» 
foreme. For though we couer it, and hideit, and co- 
I a5 lieth in vs, yet 


all is open vnto him: therefore hee faith, your finne is 
come vp before me. 
For when we euill, hee is all cares to heare vs, 


and when wee doe cuill, hee is all eyes to beholde it, 
Therefore 6 fooliſh man, doe not thinke that God ſece- 
eth not which man ſecth not : for when hee lookes vp, 
he ſces all below alſo,and when helookes downe,he ſecs 
all aboue alſo. If he ſhould not,much wickednes ſhould 
kein darknes vnrewarded, and men ſhouldnot be terri- 
fied from ſinne, butrather by the example of other al- 
lured to finne freely ſecretly . For Ananias might have 
gained by his craft if God had not ſeene his heart,which 
men ſaw not : but God faw his diſtruftfull, and diſſem- 
ow corrupt heart,therefore he loſt his goods and 
t00. 


If 
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T he call g of onab. 
If God had not ſeene that vyhich men ſee not, Ge- 


hezi might haue gayneda bribe for his labour, vvhen *"89%* 


he ranne after Naaman the Aſlirian, and tolde him a lie 
for his profit, But God ſeeing his fetches, which men 
aw not, turned his bribe toa leproſie, and ſo made him 
a Leaper for his labour. A fearefull example for ſuch 
as take bribes: yet many care not what bribes they take 
lo men ſec it not. 

The man that ſaid, Be merry my foule, and take thy 
pleaſure for many yeeres, might haue doneit, had not 
God ſcene him: but hee eſpicd him falling to godleſle 
ſecurity, and threatned him, that night to bercauc him 
of his ſoule. Forget it not ye that abound in wealth, 
whoſe cup nn 
take vp the peece of gold, he had keptit to himiſelfe for 
his labour, and no man ſhould haue knowne where hee 
had it. But God ſeeing it (though cloſely done) rewar- 
ded him with ſhame in the ſight of all Iſracll. O Lord, 
what is man that thou ſo watcheſt him ! Achan would 
- never haue ſtoln if he had known that God did ſee him, 

Gehezs durſt neuer haue taken a bribe,it he had thought 
that God beheld his doings. Wile thou ſteale the owner 
looking on thee ? Wile thou ſpeake treaſon in the kings 
hearing ? Neither would we lic,nor ſweare,nor ſtcal,nor 
hure,nor be prophane at any time, if we conſidered that 
the Lord ſecth vs,& remembred that he watchetrh vs: if 
we would do thus, ſin mighe goca begging for want of 
feruice. Therefore if you will marke but this part of my 
Sermon.that God ſeeth all,you would refraine fr6 thoſe 
thinges ſecretly, that are to the offence of God, which 
you for feare or ſhame wil not do before men: and you 
; would ay euen when your hand is at it, I wil not doe it, 
becauſe the Lord ſceth me. But as whe we ſin though in 
ſecrethe is all cies to ſee vs, & when he ſees it requiſite to 
make ſome examples,to teach all that when man cannot 


Rar wil not diſcouer v5, ie will ſew that he la hes 


ouer, It God had not ſcene Achan jc, 7: 


T be calling of Tozab, 


heis all hand topuniſh and plaguevs,andin the endo) 


roote vs out from all our pleaſures : ſo when we , 
he is all mercy and loue, and when we amend our lives, 
and leaue all our wicked wayes, to walke before him e- 
uer after in holines, then he is all cruth and rightcouſnes 
to forgiue vs all our former wicked life, and to waſh vs 
from all our vacleanenes . Now therefore thee 
of all the evill chat thou haſt done, lament truly, runne 
and hie thee as faſt as cuer thou canſt to the throane of 
grace ooue whether thy repentance will not as boldly 
nd before God, and as powerfully cry for pardon, as 
thy lannes ſpeedily came vp before God.& vehement 
cried for puniſhment , No doubt the Angel that cried, 
Fallen is, fallen is Babilon the great, Revel.1 8,2,though 
he cried vehemently with aloud voyce, cried not ſo au- 
dibly as thou ſhalt heare the ſpirit of truth crying & aſ- 
furing thee thy ſinnes are forgiuen thee,the God of glo- 
rie loueth thee, ſinne ſhall no longer raigne in thee, no 
Roms, 14- euill ſhall hurt chee, no thing ſhall be wanting to 
Plal,91,ro, thee, all things ſhall worke t k# roche bet for tee, 
3419,a0d Wilt thou any more ? he ever dwell with thee, in 
$4.11. z, whole preſence is thefulnes of ioy,and at his right hand 
_ _ * pleaſure for euermore . Repent therefore, but 
PC:l.r6,rr, truly, loath all finne, greeue that thou haſt commuted 
1.Thel.5-23 any, flic cuery finne, yea whatſoever occaſions of it, and 
2, Theſ.2,12 aff ce of euill : but loue the truth alſo, and fol- 
Heb.12, 14- Jow all holines,and as much asin you is haue peace with 
| all men, and the Godof peace will encreaſe your peace 
in Chriſt Ieſus. 

All which euen this poynt that wee ſpeake of, viz. 
whatlocuer we doe God ſeeth vs, moſt ſufficiently aſſu- 
reth ys of: for this ſo often repeated ſpeech, Reuel. 2,2, 
9,13,19,and 3. 1.8,35. [know thy works; is ſpoken asto 
roule the dead Sardians, 3. 1. and to heate the luke- 
warme Laodiceans.3,1f9,fo to commend the faith 
touc, patience, &c. of the other Churches,and ſo _ 


The calling of Iona. 


bliſh and ſet them forward therein, knowing hee is iuſt, 
& a liberal rewarder of them that ſeeke him. Heb. 11.6, 
Their wickednes 1s come vp before me. 

Sinne once committed, caſtes no doubts of comming 
preſently before GOD : but the thoughts of the hart of 
the carnall man, thinking of the way to heauen, are the 
faint Spies that went to the land of Canaan, which (ay, 
that iourney is farther then you are able to goe all your 
life, the way is like a thicket,and the doore like a needles 
eye: th it is impoſlible for you to come thether. 
But when you ſend faith, hope, and loue,(thoſe meſſen- 
gers of peaceand truth) they will bring you worde, ſay- 
ing, your ruffes muſt bee ruffled , and fardingals 
cruſhe, pride muſt be put off, and other finnes, & none 
ſhall be kept out of heauen, but ſuch as loue the world 
better then heauen, or ſuch as will cake their finnes with 
them, for they be vnſceming the faſhion of that coun» 

: ſo that ere wee come thether, wee muſt leaue 
them,like the ſhadow when we goe into the 
doore, and wee muſt ſhake handes 
with them , and bid 
_  themfarewcll, 


FINIS. 
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THE REBELLION OF 
IONAH, 


3 But Jonah roſe wy to flie onto Tarſbifh from the pre« 
ſence of the Lord, and went downe to Iapho, and found a ſhip 
going to T arſbiſh : ſo he payed the fare thereof, that he mughe 
goe with them to Tarfih from the preſence of the Lord | 


—_—— - E charge ziucn to 4 hath hether- 
FRA EI co beene ſpoken of, now it followeth to 
| "> bc ſhewed,how it was by Jonah diſchar- 
ged. Firſt /onab rebolliouſly negJeed 
Ji it, then beeing chaſtized, aud ſo repen- 
'_ ting, hee faithfully diſcharged ir. Firſt 
therefore let vs conlider his reballion, afterward we ſhal 

But lonah roſe up to fle to Tarſoiſh from the preſence 
of the Lord. 

We cannot ſtandto ſpeake of Tarſhiſh, nor whatit is 
to flie from God, but this ſhall be our meditation : /onab 
the Prophet was commaunded to goe to Niniuie, and 
there to cry out againlt finne, to preach againſt pride,& 
_ kinde of vng _ thereby > \— mgione > and. 

Irre them vp, in laying opent inne, and the pu» 
niſhment which tous the, that they might {| ay 
dilic repent, and ſo turne away from them the wrath of 
God thereby deſerued. Howe beautifull ſhould haue 
beene the feete of him that ſhoulde have brought ſo 

»werfull a meſſage, as ſhoulde haue wrought ſuch an 

effeR 1 How bleſſed ſhould Niniuic _ 

W 
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The rebellion of Ionah. 


when the Lord had vouchſafed them fo great mercie ? 
bue ſtill one flie or other marrs the whole home of oynt- 
ment : As ſoone as he was commaunded to goe thether, 
ſathan ſtoodin the gap, and entiſed him to goe to Tar- 
ſhiſh, for he thought, that if he could let /onah from go- 
ing to Niniwe, then firſt of all hee ſhould put a ſinguler 
Prophet out of Gods fauour, and bring vpon him | —_ 
indgement, not onely inward, as torment of conſcience, 
decay of gifts, or the like : but viſible alſo, whereby the 
people to whom he had preached might think hee was 
me falſe Prophet,as they are euer readieto condemne 
for hated of GOD, whonrthey ſee gricuouſly afflited. 
And ſo ſecondly the people ſhould be hardned in their 
ſinnes, & obſtinately condemne ever after,him, his like, 
and their preaching to. Andthirdly, the goodlieſt, the 
moſt populous, & the wealthieſt cittic in Aſlyria ſhould 
be deſtroyed, the good with the wicked,the young with 
the old, one with another, all ſhould vnrepentane die in 
their finnes, and fo the verie Angels in heauen ſhoulde 
mourne. So that he thoughe he {hould by ſtopping /#- 
nab, euery way gaine well by his labour. 

Therfore he comes to 7oxah, he flatters him; he tempes 
him,thus he begins with him ; It is good that men looke 
before they leape, haſt makes waſt , wordes are not al- 

to be taken as they properly (ignifie : one thing is 
often ſpoken, and another meant : but thinkeſt thou 
God meancth thou ſhouldeſt goe to Niniuie? V Vhy 2 
doth he regard Idolaters, and his profeſſed enemies, fo 
that tohaue them admoniſhed of their ruine, hee vvill 
bring ſhame vpon his owne people? for the verie going 
of a opher #6 Iſrael to preach to Niniuie, muſt needs 
proclaime that there is more hope of moſt ſinfull Gen- 
tiles, then of naturall Iſraelites. And how couldeſt thou 
ſeeme fo to thinke of thine owne Nation , thine owne 
brethren, thine ewne blood, the choſen of God? Or if 


thou doe, ſhalt thou not thereby I ci" 
er 


Eccle, 10,1, 


- " | w7 ; ” "=" 2% ” 
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and whatſoever thy preaching, whatſocuer haſt 
heeretofore, þ heme Dlcoehn "A 

. VVhat? e amon 
Gods por thinlfeft thou a, ) wo. 
thee whom he hath made reuerend , and to be honored 
of Kings and Princes of Ifraell: recompence I fay thee 
with ſhame and contempramong heathens, yea with a 
cruell death; or with a more miſerable life ? For vyhat 0- 
ther ſucceſſe may be hoped for at the Niniuites handes 
of ſuch a meſlage by thee ? For thou knoweſt they haue 
all lewes in contempt : therefore when thou ſhalt come 
among them, and tell thenrnot theſe fewe words onely, 
and in this forme which God hath ſpoken them in,for if 
thou ſo doe, who wil not count thee rather a mad man 
then Gods prophet ? but at large, that there is one all- 
ſeeing, moſt iuſt, almightie , and cuer-liuing God, and 
no moe ? & ſo all their gods are no gods but Idols: and 
that they aboue all other haue given his glory toſtocks 
and ſtones, worſhipping them far gods, alluring & en- 
forcing others likewiſe to diſhonor him : that they haue 
abuſed his bleſſings moſt vnthankfully,moſt vngodly to 
all exceſle,& are moſt proud c6temners of their betters, 
& moſt notorious drunkards,gluttons, fornicators,adul- 
terers, theeues, oppyeſlors, witches, murtherers, and the 
like, and therefore haue ſo prouoked him that is moſt 
mercifull and patient, that hee will without all pittic de- 
ſtroy man, woman, young & old, high & lowamongſt 
them, yea their verie cittic alſo, and all that is therein, 
whereby they haue beene ſo wicked, & that within for- 
tie dayes. EIS - 

When, I ay, thou beeing a Tew, ſhalt tell them this, 
thus in deſpight reuile (for ſo they will take it) thus vt- 
9 EA OY them and their gods: will notthe' beſt 
of them mocke and deſpiſe thee ? wil not the reſt gnaſh 
their teeth at thee, be ready to teare thee in peeces, -put 
thee 
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thee to exquiſite torments,condemne thee to ſome hor- 
rible death , or continue thee in intolerable paines, in a 
moſt bitter life 7 Nv queſtion. Thinke not therefore that 
thy good God,thy molt kind & tender father, will rec6. 
ence thy faithfulnes,with ſending thee ſo far to ſultaine 
uch miſery. It were impictie to thinke hee willed it, it is 
blaſphemy, treble blaphemie to think he commands it : 
for it is to condemne him of vnkindnes , for thou haſt 
ſhewed feruent loue; of vntruth,for he hath promiſed it 
ſhould goe wel with the iult; of iniuſtice, for godlineſle 
ſhould haue the reward due only to wickednes. Yea he 
ſhould ſeeme contrary to himlelfe,to charge thee cruelly 
to murther thy (clfe, which hath commaunded all to kill 
none,if he ſhould wil thee to prouoke that bloodie.cittic 
ſo. Bur the very thing it ſelfe alfoargueth, god meant no- 
thing leſle the to comit thee to ſuch danger, or that thou 
ſhouldeſ do tothe proud Niniuites ſuch a meſſage. For 
to what end ſhouldeſt thou fo cry againſt that cittie ? to 
make them flie,& (o to free the from deſtruftion ? How 
ſhouldeſt thou then not be founge a falſe Prophet, and 
God a lyer? What then? To bring them to repentance 
and then to ſparethem ? how ſhould not God ſo againe 


be fold vntrue,& thou his lying meſſenger ? what then? | 


To conuert them, and fo to deltroy them ? what iuſtice 
were that ? & how contrary to his promiſe to Salomon? 
2.$4.7.14. Therfore it is manifeſt God meant not thou 
ſhould(t go & cry ſo againſt Niniuie: but ſignified that 
thou wert as good, for any good may be done heere, to 
exclaime ſo hke a franticke man againſt Niniuic, as to 
preach in Samariaany loger now. Men here arefo hard- 
ned that they contemne all, part are ſo cloyed that they 
loath all, the beſt partlictle / all chat is preached : 
ofnoneis the word accounted precious, of none reue- 
rently heard : and therfore thou ſhouldeſt for a time, to 
make the word precious, & to ſharpen mens affeCtions 
towards it; giue ouer A” heere , and where _ 
= . W 
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wilt refreſh thy ſclfe awhile. Now heere thou maieſt noe 
beidle: at Tarſhiſh chou wayeſt be quict : thou mayelt 
at Tarſhiſh that famous citty , among the ſtrangers of 
many coiurries, heare many \trange things, much delighe 
thy ſclfe in the varictic of their maners, in the abundance 
of all thinges with great pleaſure line. No time ſo fit as 
this to ſee the worlde. At Iapho thou canſt not want 
ſhipping thether. Sceme not to make ſmall account of 
this kindnes of God, detraude not thy ſelte of thy gran- 

ted good. | 
Thus fathan is euer crolling , tempting, entiling vs 
wnat.s.o6 when wee are or ſhould be addreſſing our ſelues to doe 
& 4.10, 13, thewill of our God. So was Moſes, Ieremie, Ezechiell, 
Jerem,r,6, Nehemiah, Chriſt himſelfe tempted; being about moſt 
Ezech,z,14, notable works. What ſaid our Sauiour to Peter ? athan 
Web. hath deſired co ſift you and winnow you as wheat. Who 
= -" - p are theſe whoſe peril ſathan ſo earneſtly defircth ? Euen 
65.6, 7.10, Peters, and Iames, and lohns. No maruell, for Chriſt 
Luke; 22, himſelfe, though acknowledged the ſonne of God, was 


31,72, - moſthicrcely aſſaulted of che tempter fortie dayes, and © 


Coty then indeede was left, butit was only for a ſcafon. Luke. 
4,13, '4+13- Therefore never dreame of a truce with fathan 
1. Pct,5,8, whoſoeuer thou be, whatſocucrthou art about to doe. 
For the enzmie, the enuious foe, the tempter, the falſe 

accuſer goeth about continually ſeeking whom be m 
deuoure. Now his manner of tempting is, firlt & moſt 
vſually with flattering, but yet very often with moſt ter- 
niblg threatning, For whatſoeuer we doe or feele, com- 
meth from- one of theſe three ſpirits,the ſpirit of ſathan, 
the Spirit of God, or our ſpirit. Now our owne 6 of 
It ſelfc is alwaies occupied about worldly things, ſecking 
delights in pleaſures, not diſquiet by threats. The ſpirit 
of Gad is gentle, loving and meeke , not forcing, nor 
ROE © threatning. Therfore Chriſt Gaich, If any will follow me, 
19.23 Jet him deny himſelfe and take. vp his croſle daily. &c. 
And marke his ſpirit, he ſaith not you ſhall followe, but 
you 
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ſhall denie your (clues, and take vp your croſle, but 

if any will follow me, let him denic himſelfe and take vp 
his croſle : (Let him.) The fameis to beeſeencin the 
Canticles, wherehefaith: Open vnto me my liſter, my @,,,. 
lone, my doue, my vndefiled. For mine heade is full of * * 
dewe, and my locks with the droppes ofthe night. For ;,, 
when ſhe opened not vnto him, making moſt vnmeecte 
excules;though he had moſt louing]ly prayed, & liuclic 
vrged herto open, and ſhe moſt vnkindly,moſt vawor- , , - 

ily had denied, yet he went his way mildly without a» 
ny threats. But the ſpirit of fathan takes another courle, 
For when by lying and deceit he cannot allure to inne, 
hee threatens molt fearefully with ſin, griefe, or loſle of 

ods, ſolitarines & want of pleaſure, and ſometime by 

is miniſters, impes of his owne likenes, hee threatens 

death and carthly torments, whatſocuer they may inflict 


yponany. 
Chriſt aith, if you wil followe mee.-If you will : bue 
| hee faith, I will make ye follow me,and doe as I bid you, 
you ſhal baue fire and fagot, (calding leade and burning 
pitch, if you wil not follow mee, you ſhal, whether you 
wil or no : we wil make you to do as we comaund, ſayth 
his eldeſt ſonne Antichriſt, vſurpinz authoritie ouer na- 
tions,and inflifting torments on the ſaints. His order of 
temptingis,firſt to make vs doubt of theword of God : 
wy Whether ſuch & ſuch doArine be true, ſuch and ſuch an 
ation be commaunded, fuch and ſuch-a promiſe , ſuch 
and ſuch a threatning be certain. Then ſetondly he falls 
to flat denying of it, this doctrine, theſe promiſes, theſe | 
threatnings arefalſe,this thing is not comanded,this ati- | _ 
on.is not conderaned. And then comes het in with his it 1's 
contradiion,contrary aſlertions, & countermands. For 
thereisno commandement of God, hut the deuill com- 
mandsthe c6trary, & he is euer gaine-ſaying that which * 
God faith-For our God faith vnto Adam, if you cate of ,,.. , 9 
the forbidden fruite, you ll furely die: the deuil came * ' ** 
2 


and 
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Gene, 3,45, you ſhal not dicz the thirdly you ſhalbe as Gods,know- 
1,Pct,5,5,. ing good fromeuil. God faith, ſubmit your {clues one 

/ to another in brotherly loue : the deuil faith, firſt, you 
neede not to abaſe your ſcluesſo much, ſecondlie , you 

ſhould nof yeeld to others, then thirdly, aduaunce your 

' Mat, 22,3 9, ſelucs, & contemne others. God faith, Louc thy neigh. 
bour as thy ſelfe : the deuill faith, firſt loue little and out- 
wardly, then loue none but thy ſelfe : then thirdly, hate 
thine enemies, enuie thy betters, diſdaine thine equalls, 
deſpiſe thine inferiours. God faith, labor for that foode 
whieh periſheth not : the deuill faith firſt care not much 
for it : then ſecondly, contemneit: thenthirdlie , ſtirre 
Rom, 12,2, otan inch forit, GOD faith, Forlake the world: 
1,lob, 3,18, the devil faith, firſt, _ not the worlde : then, loue 


lohn,6,27, 


worlde aboue all , followe the worlde with all the luſts 

' thereof. 
Nowe, the meanes whereby the deuil temps, are ar- 
ments fetcht, ſome from the wit and reaſon of man, 
= or from the cuſtoms of the world: ſome from the holie 
Scriptures, cither corrupted, or wrong applied : novve 
in conſideration of the perſons, then in regarde of the 
| A &c. InrefpeR of the perſons to whom he 

ſho 


ſythus reaſoneth with himſelfe: I haue long preached 
vnto the Tewes,which are the choſen people of God, & 
ſeeing they wil not heare me,it is in vane to preach vnto 
- theſe Gentiles, which neuer heard of God or godlines,& 
4 therefore will eſteeme my words the leſle. 

Thus /onah isloth to looſe his labour, and putsin a 
doubt where he needes not, becauſe hee conſidered not 
the = power of Godin mens harts. The Niniuites 
are 


ſhould I venture my ſelfe amongſt them ? For ſeein 
- wy owne countrimen kicke againſt my vyordes, _ 


atid he told them , firſt its not rertmine you hall die, then 


the worlde : then thirdly , giue ouer your felues to the * 


preach, and himſelfe, Jonah is hecre tempted, &- 


eathen people, and therefore (ſaith /onab,) vvhy ' 
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cannot abide to heare the word which commeth from 
the Lord to reproue ſinne, then how much more (hal I 
be deſpiſed by theſe, & perſecuted to death ? Thus fleſh 
and blood ſtandeth [taggering when it ſhould doe any 
ood, miſdoubting troubles, 1ealous of his owne caſe: 
bh when it gocth about to doe any miſchicfe, it neuer 
conſidereth the danger, it weigheth not the following 
woe : yet doing good, it is vncertaine whether all wil not 
according or euen aboue our hope ſucceede : it is more 
likely we ſhall be kept ſafe : but doing cuill, miſchicfe 
moſt certainly is procured, not danger only, but loſle of 
the beſt things commonly, peace of conſcience or ſpiri- 
tuall graces,of ſom bleſſings alway,or at leaſt not receipt 
of thoſe things which much would reioyce vs. For ſure 
this was a ſore temptation, to bid a man (being in reaſo+ 
nable good eſtate touching his body and life) that hee 
ſhould goe & preach vntoa ſauage heathen people that 
neuer heard of preaching, and that this do&trine : that 


there is but one onely true God, to them who will ſcrue pes. 


a thouſand,and cannot abide the contrary to be ſpoken. 

If a preacher were commanded to goe and preach at 
Rome gates, againſt Antechriſts iuriſdition, & the ido- 
latry that is ſo inordinatly vſcd in that Sinagogue of vn- 
cleanenes,ſecing that is a matter for which they tormene 
& kill all that preach itfincerely: I feare it would hardly 
come to paſlle at all, chat this preacher would goe from 
a reaſonable quiet eſtate touching his body,to venter his 
life among ſuch cruell tyrants: I feare hee would rather 
content himſelfe with his preſcnt caſe, then comit him- 
ſelfe to (o likely miſery. 

IfI goe & preach vnto theſe Infidels, ſaying, yet forty 
dayes and Niniuic ſhall be deſtroyed, then (ſaith /onah) 
it may be,they will repent, & God wil haue mercy vpon 
them,ſo I ſhall be counted a falſe Prophet for my ” 
And thus we regard our credite more then the glory of 
. God, in the obedicnce of his will ; and rather then we 

» _F9 would 


T be rebellion of Tonah, 


would receiue any reproch by our doings (inthe ſight 
of the world,) wee rather chooſe to enterinto no great 
ation touching the glory of God, and the good of the 
Church. In reſpec of the Iſrachtes and himſelfe : }f I 
lcauc mine owne people, and preach vnto the Gentiles 
(faith /onab) I (hall bring ſhame vpon 1ſraell before all 
people, becauſe a Prophet is gone from them for theyr 
obſtinacic, chuſing rather to preach vnto vncircumci- 
ſed Gentiles then vnto them, as if there were more hope 
of the Gentiles then of them. So onah more feareth the 
chyldrens diſgrace then the Fathers diſhonour , and 
theyr deſpight then his diſpleaſure. Sathan is too well 
acquainted with mans nature, and ſo more certainlie 
knowes, then we wiſely conſider, thatall Adams ſonnes 
arc from labour, eaſily m_— to loyter, more willing- 
ly from feare and paine, toſccuritic and pleaſure : ther- 
fire ſeldom or never doth he in tempting omit this en- 
tiſement, it wil be for thy caſe, for thy delight, for thy 
ſecuritie. Therefore he faith to Jonab,not onely the way 
to Ninivie is Jong & dangerous, thy perſon & meſſage 
odious, therefore thy trauel muſt necdes be tedious, t 
troubles grieuous, &c. but alſo thy paſſage to Tarſhi 
15 caſte, thy ſecuritie there ſure, thy pleaſures many, thy 
delight great. Yea, with this hee aſſaulted Chriſt him- 
ſelfe, ſaying, when hee had ſhewed himall che King- 
doms of the world,& the glory of them : All theſe will 
I giue thee, &c. And dooth hee not ſo alſo ever-more 
perſiwade vs, this good, this gaine, this glory , this plea» 
ſure, or this preferment ſhalt thou get, if thou thus and 
thus deale: if you will Teave the ſocietie , the exerciles, 
the profeſſion, and the company of the chyldren of 
God, and ſcrue me, and worſhip me : preferring your 
couetouſneſle, your pride, yourluſt, before the ſeruice 
of G OD : not becing ſcrupulous to ſweare for your 
aine ſometime, nor tolye for your pleaſure,nor to co- 
Fa for riches: then you {hall not onely; bee free you 
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the reproches wherewith profeſſors are onerwhelmed, 


and the contempt wherein they are had, and the mane 
heauy ſighes which they are forced to fetch, bur you 
ſhall alſo grow rich ſoone, and ſo be well thought of, & 
had in eſtunation, and by your wealth liuc in caſe with 
all pleaſure, procuring euery thing at your harts de- 
fire. Thus /onab which way ſocuer he looke, is tempted 
on cuery ſide: tempted to finne, but not conſtrayned: 
vrged, but not compelled : for the deuill hath power to 
entiſe to inne mightilic , but not to enforce violently. 
Loe then comforts againſt this croſſe. Our enemies 
power is in our Fathers handes: and our Saviour pray- 


eth for vs being moſt glorious in heauen, as he onearth Rom, s, 34, 
in humilitie prayed for his Apoſtles, that our faith faile Luke,z2,32 


vsnot. Beholde then alſo encouragements to fight a- 

ainſt his aſlaules : yet ſee a greater, God hath giuen vs 
this priuiledge : this promiſe haue we: Reſiſt the devill 
and he ſhall flie from you, James, 4, 7. God hath given 
no promiſe to the deuil, thatif hee perſwade hee ſhall 
preuaile, ifhe vrge, we ſhall yeeld : what a ſhame is it ro 
vs, that ſathao is bolder in tempting, then wee arcin re- 
4-iſting ? is he not 2 O that we could truly fay, wee are as 
wiſe, as watchfull, as thoughefull to withſtand ſathans 
aſſaules, as he is wilie, vigilant, and more then diligent 
eo aſſault. 

Bue what dooth Joxab, thus as we hane heard by (a- 
than aſſaulted? reſiſts he as manfully as the deuill hath 
ſet on him cunningly ? Alas no, Jonah is no ſooner dif- 
ſwadedto goc to Niniuie, then heis perſwaded it were 
great folly: heisas ſoonereſolued as he isentiſed to goe 
to Tarſhiſh, thinking it a chiefe poynt of wiſedome to 
ſceke his own eaſe, his owne pleafure,his own ſweet de- 


1,Cor, ro, 
11 


light. One ſaid,God ſpake & it was done.Surely the de- ,,. 5 


wil alſo but ſpeaketh &it is done, for he is ſuch an orator 
that no mi candeny him. For who can gainſay him thae 
coulcllech as a ſpecial — 'W_—_—_— el? 

4+ or 
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For he would ſecme to be not only careful,both to keep 
vs from danger,and the feare thereof, and to procure vs 
all good: but alſo iealous of Gods honour, fearefull leaſt 
men ſhould defpiſe the word, & ſo their own ſalvation. 
2,Kin,c,22. Therefore he made not onely Gehezi to takea bribe, 
2,Tm-4,19 Temas to embrace the world, Iudas to betray his mai- 
_ +5 (ter, & Cain to kill his brother, but Rebecca alſo to per- 
- nk 14,8, ſwade lacob, and Iacob to be bold by lying to ſecke for 
Gen 27, 13- the blelling : yea the Father of the faithfull to commit 
14,18. follywith Hagar, as heere /onah not to goe to Niniuic : 
Gen.16, 43. leaſt forſooth God ſhould not be true of his word: asif 
whatto man ſeemeth vnlikely, that werewith God im- 
poſlible,and he could not be righteous valeſle we ſhew 
our {clues impious. TRAY 
We haue ſcene ſome cauſes why fathan aſſaulting vs, 
he ſtraight ouercoms vs: would any ſee mare? we haue 
been taught his power, malice, watchfulnes, & wilines : 
Fphe.&,rr, we haue moſt fit & ſufficient armour miniſtred vnto vs: 
14,1916, we haue a promiſe,that reſiſting him, we ſhal make him 
1m-j-7- fliefromvs. Therefore ſurely we forget our enemy, or 
negle&t the promiſe, or take not to vsthe whole armour 
of God, ſpecially we like not that armour-bearer humi- 
lity : Submit your ſelues to God,& then reſiſt the deuil. 
But moreouer, we to our owne certaine perrill & paine 
(fo corrupt are we) ioyne with our enemy, more ready 
Nam. 22.8, fo doe his wil then Gods word. Heereof no doubt foo- 
19,21, iſh Balaamasked againe & againe, till God ſecing him 
bent contrary to that hehad been commanded, lett him 
vnto himſelfe: and ſo Balaam went on in ſinne ſo long, 
till the very Aſle whereon he rode, was conſlrained to 
reproue him. But would you howſoeuer ſathan tempts, 
not be turngd by him out of the right way ? howſocucr 
hee fights, not be foild by him ? would you haue him 
ſoone to forfake you, fpeedily to flie from you, that is, 
would you reſiſt him 2 for when we begin valiantly to 
Hght,thea forthwith he flies. Conſider how ny a 
, 5 
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thing it is, being euery wiy encouraged to fight,to ſhew 
our {clues molt daſtardly cowards: how diſhonourable 
to our captaine Chriſt,to yeeld the viftory to his deadly 
enemic : how dangerous for our ſelues, knowing he 1s a 
mol? cruell tirant,& molt inexorable,that moſt glorieth 
& ſpecially taketh pleaſure in putting vs to the moſt bit- 
ter paine that poſlibly he can, & therefore hauing ouer- 
come vs, will for euer continue vs in moſt intollerable 

torments. Yea,ſayſt thou,theſe things conſidered would 
make vs couragjouſly to encounter with ſathan, and fo 
ſoone to conquer him, but he comes often as a friend,as 
an Angell of light: how ſhall I then deſcry him, that I 
may defic him, and make him to flie ? 

How ? heere indeede is the hardnes: for he is a nota« 
ble hipocrite,the father of hipocriſie. But thou mult fo- 
low the counſel of Chriſt. Reue.3,1 8. Thou muſt anoine 
thine eyes with eyc-ſalue, that thou maylt ſee. Thou, 
muſt be fulfilled with the knowledge of Gods will in all * 


wiſedom & ſpiritual vnderſtanding,& moreover watch Colle 2,9. 
and be ſober. Andlaſtly,confider,firſt how thy ſpirit is 1,Pcr.5,8. 


affeed : for our owne ſpirit(by nature euermore hard) 
if it be moued by the ſpirit of God,is ſad,ſoft, and ſlow; 
but if it be moued by the ſpirit of fathan, is proud, boy- 
ſerous, & ſtout : then, whether that which thou art in- 
deede moued to,be good or euill : if good,that is,agrce- 
able to Gods worde, then acknowledgeit comes from 
God, for all good motions are the worke of the ſpirit of 
God, howſoeuer they ſceme to proceede of our (clues. 

But if it be euill, that is, not agreeable with the word of 
God, then it is alwayes eyther a luſt of our corrupt na- 
ture,or a ſuggeſtion of ſathan. Wherfore it is a ſure way 

to fav when we are tempted to cuil,this motion is of the 

deuill, for even our corruption came of his ſuggeſtion. 
For the ſpirit of man is alwayes toſſed betweene theſe 
two contrary ſpirits,the ſpirit of God procuring our ſal- 


uation,&the ſpirit of lathan ſcekipg our ——_—* 
0 


- _— 4” 


Gene,rg, 
25,26, 
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So that if any wil get the vitory of fathan, hee may not 
be ke ries. &s fobiraall nar which is the words of 


God. Ephe.6.17. Yea,he muſt have the wordof God 


dwell in him plenteouſly.Col.3.17. and cry ſtill, Open 
mine eyes, 6 Lord, PGl.119.18. Giue me vnderſtand- 
ing. 34. and encline mine hart vnto thy teſtimonies,3 6. 
and beware that he ſubmit himſelfe duly, and diligently 


watch. 
Thus Jonah , hath conſented to negleR his 


| charge, and doth he forth-with repent ? No, hee pre- 


himſelfe to his diourney. But Jonah aroſe 
F fe vnto T arſpiſh. - no ſooner tempted to 
goe to Tarſhiſh but he yeelded , fo as ſoone as hee had 
yeelded, forth-with he to goe. So [onah made himſelfe 
a runne-away, and ſhewed hinmſelfe a diſobedient ſer- 
uauntto his God. Andin the meane while, Niniuie ſet 


on the ſcore, and had no ho with them in working wic+ 


kednes : but ſtill filling the cuppe of al abbominations, 
ranne downe to hell with as much force and ſpeede as 
CI Niniuie, - nem _ 
ke Jonah, for the Prophetis flying,and ſin is cryi 

fo all falls co confuſion. A 
. But Jonah aroſe vp to flie onto Tarſtnſh. ec. 

Toneh flying vnto Tarſhiſh before hee would goeto 
Niniuie, and every one is like the ſonne which ſayd hee 
would not, before he went : and ſo finne is borne firſt, 
NI NIEET TREE 
co ith goodnes in parti aRions, in al man» 
ki he chntete - Butas 
ſoone as thou perceiueſt any cuill cogitation or motion 


mine x ith deli in thee, wil ſoone 
be weary of thy houſe, and fay as the cuill ſpirit ſaydes 


Mach, 8,31, Heere isno dyclling for vs, let vs goeto yonder heard 
of Seine.” clog goeto y 


Bus 
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But Jonah aroſe vp to flie unto Tarſhiſh. ec. 
Jonah was ſent to Ninivie, but hee went toward Tar- 
ſhiſh, And fo it is alwayes with vs, we arc cuer dooing 
that we ſhould not doe. For cither we doe nothing, or 
that which we are not commaunded , or elſe otherwiſe 
then we are commaunded. Somtime mol? rebelliouſly 
we doe that which wee know the Lorde ſtraightly for- 
biddeth. And as /ovah tooke Tarſhiſh for Niniuie, fo. 
we take thetdeuil for an Angell, h _ darknes. &c. 
But fonah roſe vp, &c. They that bo preach at Ni- 
nivie, are ing to Tarſhiſh, and though hee be like a 
drone, yet dooth hee, euen the Non-relident keepe his 
benefice faſting, feaſting himſelfe : but wilt thou keepe 
ie ſtil 2 go & preach at Niniuie as ye haue beene doubly 
commaunded, or for ſhame leaue your priuiledge and 
benefice: but they ſtand taggerin g. aſhamed to keepe 
it, and loth to leane it. For the ſweete morſels of Baals 
ieſts arc (o pleaſayy vato them,that they cannot finde 
in their harts to leaue them , aslong as they are able to 
them. But no maruel that /onah fled to Tarſhiſh, 
when he ſhould go to Niniuie,For this is a ſtbling vo- 
cation amongſt men,yea reieted by the children of this 
world,which alway kick againſt it : ſothat if you would 
as for a painful vocation,this is it.if for a thankleſſe vo- 
cation,this is it,if for a contEptible vocation,this is it: for 
reproouimg, weare reprooued bleſling,weare curſed : 
preaching peace, we make war, proclaiming liberty,we 
are impriſoned; doe what we can,weare perſecuted : & 
for our worke worthy of loue, wee recciue of the moſt 
hatred : of few, yea very few, not any morethen a cold 
affetion. Heereofit hath come to paſſe, that Moſes & 


Jeremy called, excuſed themſelues, Ezechiel hauing re- Exod,z, 11, 
ceigedhis charge,went in bitternes & indignation ofhis #"*13-. 
irit, & ſcayen daies negleted his charge,as /onah here ;,,..1'.' * 


h his : and Moſes. Eliah and Ieremy, atlength com- x, 


-—- 


Plained:& (whuch to the belt menis the gicke) Exod, 5,23 
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x,King, 19, it is a8 eaſie almoſt to waſh a blacke Moore white, as to 


10,and 14. 


Tkerem.29,7+ ;1.- thewill of God, but} 


TJames,5,5, 


conuert a finner,becauſe fathan is euer croſſing men do- 
tally hindering the courſe 
of right preaching . For the Lord was not to earneſt to 
ſtop the way of Balaam, leaſt hee ſhould commit wic- 
kednes, as the deuill is carneſt to ſtop the way of every 
Jonah, leaſt he fulfill righteouſnes,that is,cry againſt Ni- 
niuic, longing, and duly, thatis, wiſely, an carneſtly la+ 
bouring to conuert Niniuie. 

But lonah roſe wp to flie unto Tarſoiſh from the preſence 
of the Lord, &&c. POR 

The righteous fall, and now no lefſe then a Prophet, 
yea ſuch a Prophetas was the figure of Chriſt. But who 
would haue thought that ſuch a Prophet ſhould flie 
from the Lord, yea and that when he ſhould doe him 
molt ſeruice ? who counteth that no wickednes nowe, 
that he cuer thought and taught was rebellion, while he 
was among the wicked ? A fearcfull example,therefore 
let him chat thinks he ſtandeth, take heede leaſt he fall, 
for the way is ſlippery wherein we are to walke . When 
thou remembrelt che fall of the Prophet, then conſider 
that thou art much weaker then a Prophet, & therefore 
the caſier to be encountred & ouerthrown, and the like- 
lierto haue a more us fall, except the Lord doe 
mightily vphold thee, ſeeing ſucha one cannot ſtandin 
the ſight ofhis ſo mortall enemy, but by him receaueth 
fo grecuous afall. Secondly, if thou ſee Jonah flie, Mo- 
ſes murmur,David fall to adultery,Salomon to idolatry, 
& Peter to forſweare his maiſter, then maiſt thou learne 
not totruſt co thine own ſtrength, for it is weakenes,not 
to thine owne wiſedom, for it is ſinfull, but ſceke helpe, 


Mar. 13,20, anderaue ſtrength at the hands of Almighty God,w 


eth to euery one that asketh indifferently ; & hittech 
on man in Beteeth, which doth not bruſe the broken 
reede, nor quench the ſmoking flaxe, but doth rather 
encreale our zeale then diminiſh ie; Thirdly, wer 
x W 


ſ The rebellion of Tonab, 
wiſely of the fall of /oneb, not raſhly condemning him 
for his faulc, for although Dauid ioyned murther with 
adultery, yet he repented,and isthe deere child of God. 

- eAfndbe found a ſbip going to Tarſhiſs. 

Jonah was no ſooner come to lapho, but he goes to the 
hanen, 6r meets with marriners, and preſently vnder- 
ſtands of a ſhyp not going to Niniuie, but to Tarthiſh. 
Pn on mu vanes IS 9a D, —_ 

raight-wayes a ſhip, ſo tation an 
occahion of COENDOY goe n__ 4 Shall /u- 
das lacke mony, or oneh ſtay fora ſhippe ? no (faith {a- 
than) by the mouth of his Miniſters, how }udas 
thee mony, and betray thy Maiſterz and Jonah here is a 
ſhip for thee; goe haſt thee away and flic from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord. For the gdeuill is alwayes a very ſer- 
uiceable and pleaſant deuil to ſuch as fliefrom God: he 
can finde occaſion at all times, and meanes, and inſ{tru= 
ments, fit for that e. If thou wilt flie from God, 
the deuill will lend you both ſpurres and a horſe, yea a 
poſt-horſe, and that will carry you ſwiftly and luſtilie a- 

. way, vnto all vaniticand vngodly luſts. Therefore if any 

will aske what the deuils occupation is, it is totempt, to 

entiſe by all meanes, to prouoke toſin, and then to pro- 

uide vs of the means to prattiſe our purpoſe to commit, 

and as Iames ſpeaketh, to bring forth ſin. 
end be payed the fare thereof. 

This money was caſt into the ſea, it did him as little 
ood, asif he had vtterly loſt it, it had beene good for 
im ifhe hadloſtit, for it did him much harme. There 

are many which will ſpend and waſt they care not howe 
much vpon cardesand dice, and vnlawfull games, thys 
money is alſo caſt into the ſea, forit dooth thern much 
more then they know of, it doth them no good, 
it were good for the they had not a penny to lecſe. And - 
ſo men care not what they pay for vanities & braueries, 
the moſt part of which is yoprofitable, G—_—_ 


, take 
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then neceſſaric for them, but onely for the vaine vſe of 

the preſent time, and for ſome vainereſpeR : this alſo is 

calt into the ſea, and better ſhould they be, if they had it 

not to lauiſh, arrd to their owne and many others hurt ſo 

to.garniſh themſclues. Men. care not what they pay for 

theyr vanities, ſoit dooth pleaſe their mind for mo pre- 

ſene, without conſideration of the end and vſe thereof 

but they will giue little or nothing to doe good withall : 

Luke,16,21 ſo that Lazarus can getnothing, and Dauid can get no 

- 1,Sam,23, meate. Shall I take my bread and my wine, and the fleſh 

19,11, <. which have prouided-for my ſhearers, and giue them 

ynto onewhom I know not, faith churliſh We 

can be content to giue any thing ; or doe. any thing to 

win the-world thereby , but wee will gige nothing, nor 

doc CS henry to win the kingdome of God. 

Wee hauc heard fon«h confelling that hee receiucd a 

charge to goeto Niniuie, but hee aroſe and fled coward 

Tarlhiſh, and went downe to Iapho, and found a ſhip 

: ing to Tarſhiſh, and payde the farethereof, & went 
| wne into it : heereafter we ſhall heare, that being en- 
tred the ſhip, he went to ſleepe, and ſlept ſoundly, and 

NING hee confeſſed not his ſinne, but ſuffered 

the Marrivers to deuiſe to find out for whole cauſe they 

were ſo troubled, andatlength alſo the lots to bee caſt, 

never confeſling it vntil hee was enforced to it : What 

needed he to rehearſo all this? had it not beenc enough 

to haue ſaid, that heeleft his buſines vndone, hee was a 

finner? No, for God woulde haue men to know the 

ftubburnnes & diſobedience of /onah, in that this thing 

was not doone vpon the ſudden,bue vpon deliberation, 

 andinno ſhort time, but in ſome continuaunce, while 

he went from Samariato Japho ; and thence was depar- 

ted, and had ſome while Called. In which ſpace hee had 
leyſureenough to haue repented, but did not. Jonah, 
confeſled his fanne, that he ſhould not once haucliſtned 
to lachans aſſaults or reaſons of the fleſh , and when = 
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had liſtned, hce ſhould not haue liked them, and when 
he had liked them, hee ſhould not have conſented to 0- 
bey them, and when hee had conſented, hee ſhoulg not 
have put chem in prathiſe : hee ſhould not haue fled to- 
ward lapho,and when he was come to lapho,he ſhould 
not haue gone to the hauen, and when hee came tothe 
haven, he ſhould not haue payed the fare, and when he 
had payd the fare, hee ſhould not haue entred the ſhip, 
and when he was catred the ſhippe, he ſhould not haue 
' hoyſed vp the ſailes, and failed, and gone to ſleepe. But 
this he did; teaching that ſinne runnes on wheeles, as it 
were.downe a hill, in all poſt haſt, and neuertayes til it 
arrive cuen in hell. For /onah thought, becauſc he came 
fafe to lapho, therefore he might goe to the haven, and 
becauſe he came wel to the hauen , therefore hee might 
ay the fare, and becauſe he payd the fare in peace,ther- 
hy he might take ſhipping, and becauſe he entered the 
ſhyp in ſafetie, therefore he might hoiſe vp the ſayles to 
goe, and becauſe hee hoyſed vp the ſayles without dan- 
ger, therefore he might goe ſecurely to ſleepe , & lafclic 
to faile to Tarſhiſh. _ 

So ſinnes follow one another like linkes of a chayne, 
eillthe tempeſt of deſtruftion breakeit in ſunder. So 
Gith the forborne ſinner, 1 have &vorne, and God did 
not puniſh me, therefore I wil ſteale : [ baue ſtolne and 
God did not puniſh mee, therefore I wil kill : I have 
killed, and God did not puniſh me,then why may I not 
doe what I liſt 2 I may doe this as wel as [ haue doone 0+ 
ther thinges heeretofore. But if Jonah had conſidered 
with himſclfe that God is the Lord, who is all-ſeeing & 
almightie, from whom nothing can be concealed, hee 
would ncuer haue taken his ijourny to Tapho, or when 
he came to Iapho, he would not have payd the fare, or 
when he had payde the fare, hee would not haue centred 
the ſhip, or when he was gone into the ſhip, hee would” 


not hauc hoylt the fayles, but rather would haye leapt 
| out 
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The reþellion of Tonah. 
on CIS an him P__ God, 
carrying him is dutic : gets himlſelfe, 
thinking the cfeatures can hide hin fon? the Creator, 
which is an abſurd thing to thinke , ſeeing nothing can 
be hid from him. Neither would any, I fay, adde dryn- 


* kenneſlzto thirſt, or heape ſin-vpon ſinne, or ſuffer an 


- euil thought to take place. in them, if chey coſidered that 


the iuſt Ichoyab beheld them in all cheir very thoughts. 


. Allthole thatpittie /oneh, let the pittic thewſelues, for 


if we conſider our owne eſtate, wee haue as many and as 
foule finnes in vs, as there were in /oneh , yea in Niniuie. 
Toriah confeſſed his finne, that we might confeſſe. Hee 
confeſſed it , he confeſſed it fully, that hee knewe 
his maiſters wil, butnot onely did it not, bur alſo tooke 


. another courſe quite contrarie-to that which hee was 


"commaunded : and that not in purpoſe onely , but in 
deedalfo, not for an houre,but a long time,not in ſtrug- 
ling with his weakenes, bucin a pr A 

, or it ſtriving to ouer-maiſter his conſcience, ac- 


uſing him for his wickednes. And wherefore hath hee 


written it, but to admoniſh vs narrowly tolooke to our 
{Hues, and manfully to:fight, that wee may ſtand where 
he fell, and when we haue fallen, as freely and fully 
toconfeſle it t@God alwayes, and toman 
alſo, when wiſedome com- 
maunds. | 


